
Meet the Orchestra– Year 1

Summer

(Previous knowledge - exploring 

percussion instruments in reception, 

feeling the beat charanga unit)

Vocabulary

Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3

string woodwind forte

brass bell dynamics

blow bow piano

beater conductor tempo

The orchestras layout - notice the louder 

instruments are further back.

Useful Resources

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MP2_6OLummA&li

st=PLLIE84w8WlZ-KKM-jtpEY13aQyY4tshMT

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-

y1pU0iWoUWHJVMpNhXfGqmUis8w2tKC/edit?usp=drive

_web&ouid=115551623458173129917&rtpof=true

Each instrument family is played in a 
different way, some look very similar, 

others all look different

Key Definitions

Word Meaning

Conductor The person that stands at 
the front of the orchestra 

often holding a baton, who 
keeps the orchestra in time.

Percussion Family Instruments that you hit or 
shake to make a sound

String Family Instruments with strings and 
often a bow. Can be 
played by plucking, 

strumming, or bowing

Brass Family Makes a tune

Woodwind Family The stick used to play the 
chim bars

Unison The music that plays 
alongside you playing the 

chimbars 

Defining different families

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MP2_6OLummA&list=PLLIE84w8WlZ-KKM-jtpEY13aQyY4tshMT
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-y1pU0iWoUWHJVMpNhXfGqmUis8w2tKC/edit?usp=drive_web&ouid=115551623458173129917&rtpof=true

