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Mountains and Volcanoes

What is a mountain?
A mountain is a geological landform that rises above

the surrounding land. Most geologists classify a

mountain as a landform that rises at least 1,000 feet

(300 metres) or more above its surrounding area.

What is a volcano?
A volcano is an opening in the Earth’s crust that allows 

magma, hot ash and gases to escape. Volcanoes can look 

like mountains or small hills, depending on what type they 
are.

A mountain is a geological landform that rises above the 
surrounding land. Most geologists classify a mountain as a 
landform that rises at least 1,000 feet (300 metres) or 
more above its surrounding area

Useful Resources

https://www.rgs.org/schools/teachingresources/mountai
ns,-volcanoes-and-earthquakes/volcanoes/

https://www.cgpplus.co.uk/primary/ks2/geography/g2pat8
0-volcanoes-formation-and-eruption

Key Definitions

Mountains Volcanoes

A summit is the top of a 
mountain.

The inner core is the centre 
and hottest part of The Earth.

The foot is the bottom of a 
mountain.

The outer core is the layer 
surrounding the inner core.

A ridge is a long, narrow, high 
section of land.

The mantle is the widest 

section of the Earth made of 
magma and rock.

Above the snow line, snow 

and ice cover mountains all 
year.

The crust is the outer layer of 
The Earth.

A valley is the area of low land 
between mountains.

The magma chamber is a 

collection of magma inside 
the Earth, below the volcano.

A rock formation visible from 

the surface is called an 
outcrop.

A main vent is the main 

opening for magma to 
escape.

Significant Locations 

Himalayas Anak Krakatoa 

The Himalayas are the 

tallest mountains in the 

world. This mighty range 

stretches 1,500 miles from 

east to west, across 

Bhutan, Nepal, India, 

Tibet, China, Pakistan and 
Afghanistan.

Anak Krakatoa means 

“Child of Krakatoa”. It 

grew from the remains of 

Krakatoa, whos eruption 

in 1883 was one of the 

deadliest volcanic 

eruptions in modern 
history.

Sinabung Mount Everest

The Sinabung volcano

awoke in 2010 after a

400-year sleep and is

currently one of the

most active volcanoes in

Indonesia. It has been in

almost constant eruption

since September 2013,

and there are still 

frequent volcanic 
earthquakes.

Mount Everest is the tallest 

mountain at 29,035 feet 

tall, that’s five-and-a half 
miles high! It borders

China and Nepal. It takes 

around 10 weeks to climb 

Mount Everest, but you 

have to train for it. The 

warmest temperature 
there is -20°C!

https://www.rgs.org/schools/teachingresources/mountains,-volcanoes-and-earthquakes/volcanoes/
https://www.cgpplus.co.uk/primary/ks2/geography/g2pat80-volcanoes-formation-and-eruption
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Local area study: Digimap

Addlestone is a town in Surrey, England. It is located 

approximately 18.6 mi (29.9 km) southwest of London. 

The town is the administrative centre of the Borough of 

Runnymede, of which it is the largest settlement.m that 
rises above the s

Useful Resources

https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/upper-key-

stage-2-topics/comparing-people-and-places/local-

area/

https://digimap.edina.ac.uk/ - Comparison feature 

Key Definitions

A digital map is where a collection of data is formatted into a 
virtual image.

A location is a place, especially the place where something 
happens or is situated.

Distance is the amount of separation between two points or 
objects on the surface of the Earth.

Ordnance Survey is the national mapping agency for Great 
Britain. The agency's name indicates its original military purpose.

A map symbol or cartographic symbol is a graphical device 

used to visually represent a real-world feature on a map.

Amenities are things such as supermarkets or sports facilities that 

are provided for people's convenience, enjoyment, or comfort.

Proximity, is the number of metres or kilometres that separate 

two places.

To navigate means to travel over a planned course or route.

Digimap is an online map that allows you to 

compare human and physical features throughout 
the world over time.

The image above shows how you can use Digimap to see the 
differences between places  today and in past decades.

Key Landmarks in Addlestone

Crouch Oak tree Victory Park

Woburn Park St Paul’s Church

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surrey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Runnymede_(borough)
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/upper-key-stage-2-topics/comparing-people-and-places/local-area/
https://digimap.edina.ac.uk/

