
 

 

Autumn Term                                                                           8th September 2023 

Headteacher’s Message 

 
  
 

A very warm welcome to the start of the new school year. It is lovely to have 
every one back with us and to hear the children chatting away about their 
summer holidays and the experiences they have shared with friends and 
family.  

 
The children have made an excellent start in their new classes and today we 
welcome Reception children for the first time which was exciting for 
everyone. I would like to thank all of the teachers, teaching assistants, office 
staff and support staff who have taken a great deal of time and care in 
preparing for the children.  

 
Prior to the children returning, we met as a staff team on Friday 1st 
September and Monday 4th. Mrs. Devonport and I led the training which 
covered a new assessment system, behavior and relationships and Voice 21. 
Mrs. Devonport has written an extended piece about Voice 21 further on in 
this newsletter so please take the time to read it carefully.  

 
Some of you will have noticed that we have two new members of staff in our 
school office. The first is Mrs. Valvassori who joins us with over 10 years of 
school experience and the second is Mr. Poleykett. Mr. Poleykett is well 
known to many of our families as he was previously our caretaker. We are 
delighted that Mr. Poleykett wanted to move into a different part of school 
life and are pleased to welcome him and Mrs. Valvassori to our amazing staff 
team.  

 
This week we were able to recruit a new caretaker, Mr. Moody, who will join 
us in a month’s time.  Mr. Moody has been running his own business for 20 
years and we look forward to giving him a warm welcome in a few weeks.  

 
We have some new members of our teaching team this term, Mrs. Ingrao in 
Doves, Mrs. Oliver in Owls, Mrs. Lanecka in Magpies and Ms. Calderwood in 
Woodpeckers. Mrs. Butler joins our Leadership team and Miss Zhao, Miss 
Kasabova and Ms. Willis join our teaching assistant team. I am sure these 
members of staff will quickly feel part of our team and hope you will 
introduce yourselves to them in time. I also hope you will join me in 
congratulating Miss Duhig on her marriage over the summer holidays – she is 
now known to us as Mrs. Lidiard.  
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https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Enrichment+Clubs&pid=48
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https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Teaching+%26amp%3B+Learning+Weekly+Summary&pid=137
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https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Teaching+%26amp%3B+Learning+Weekly+Summary&pid=139
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Lunch Boxes 

 

Darley Dene is a nut free school. Please do not send your child to school with chocolate spread  

sandwiches for lunch as it is not possible to distinguish between Nutella and a nut free chocolate  

spread.  If your child has a chocolate spread sandwich we will call home to request that an alternative 

be brought in. Thank you for your co-operation. 

 
Voice 21 

 

Darley Dene is starting an exciting project with Voice 21 to develop a new Oracy Curriculum. It will provide 
opportunities for children to develop as independent, confident and successful learners, with high aspirations, who 

know how to make a positive contribution to their community and the wider society. From this work children will be 

able to articulate their learning clearly by learning to talk and learning through talk. 

Our vision at Darley Dene is for the Oracy Curriculum to enable our children to have the confidence to use their voice; 

choosing how to articulate their thoughts, feelings, opinions and ideas in a variety of situations for different audiences. 

Our children will understand the impact their voice can have on their future success and that of the community in which 
they are part of. 

To continue the learning outside of school, we will be adding a ‘Thunk’ to our weekly newsletter. If possible, we would 

love this question to be discussed at home. There is no need to write anything down - just talk! This could be discussed 
anywhere and at any time, for example around the table at dinner or on the walk to school. Through talk children will 

be more confident in school to share their opinions and understand that their voice is valued. We will also be 

celebrating their learning with an Oracy Champion from each class weekly in our assembly. Thank you in advance for 
your support with this exciting project. 

 
Enrichment Clubs 
 
All enrichment clubs will be starting from week commencing 11th September 2023 
 
 

 
Outside Achievements 
 

We love to hear about and celebrate the achievements of our children outside school as well as in.  Please let the office 

know if there is anything you would like us to share in the newsletter on behalf of your child.  Please email details to 
office.darleydene@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk 

 
 

 
Wrap Club  
 

At Darley Dene we offer extended care at our breakfast and after school Wrap Clubs in order to support our families 

should they require it.  Wrap Club is open to pupils in all year groups, including Nursery.  At Wrap Club we have a 

variety of activities for the children to take part in. 
 

- Play dough, puzzles, Rubik’s games, book corner, kitchen area. Lego, bingo, transformers, costumes, 
construction, dominos, 4 in a row, cards, balloons, dolls. Engines, bowling and a wide selection of board games.  

- We have plenty of puzzle words, cut-outs, water colour, painting and colouring.  
- We promote “Reading for Pleasure” and free art, providing different sorts of materials every week to expand 

our children’s imagination.  

 

mailto:office.darleydene@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk
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Breakfast Club 
 

         The Breakfast Club is a safe, stimulating and nurturing environment, provided for those children who may    
         have parents or carers with work commitments outside of the usual school hours. 

         Children who join us for Breakfast Club enjoy an array of activities - from reading and crafts, to games  
        and puzzles - supervised by our friendly and experienced team. 

         The children are provided with a delicious and nutritious breakfast which includes bagels, toast, juice,  
        cereal, yoghurts and a variety of spreads and preserves. 

         The Club can be booked online through ScoPay and operates from the school premises from 7.35am until  
         the start of the school day.  

 
If you are interested in finding out more about our Breakfast Club please contact the school office or visit our 
website. 

 

Gold Leaves 
Congratulations to the children who earned a Gold Leaf this week. This could be for an exemplary piece of work, 
an over and above gesture of kindness, showing responsibility, perseverance, determination or other positive 

trait etc.   
 
JAYS: Harper, Rory,  
WOODPECKERS: Isabelle 

EAGLES: Harley, Lexi D, Marwan 
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Have a lovely weekend.  

 
 

Sarah Kober 

Headteacher 
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Applications for Nursery for September 2023  
 

Darley Dene Nursery is a thriving part of the mainstream school. Along with our 
Reception Class, it forms our Early Years department.  You can find out everything 
you need to know about our Nursery including the session options and application 
form for your child to join us by clicking on the following link.  

 
Darley Dene Nursery 

 
Take a read of our weekly teaching and learning summary to find out what our 
children have been getting up to through stimulating and engaging activities.   
Follow us on Instagram where you will see what the children are learning 
@darley_dene_eyfs 

 

 

https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Our+Nursery+%28Robins%29&pid=122
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FODD (Friends of Darley Dene) News  
 

Don’t forget our school lottery! Tickets are £1 each, buy as many as you like and it is open to friends, family and 

neighbours. 

The weekly prize is 30% of the total school ticket sales for each week, so the more we sell, the bigger the 

prize! 

40% will go to F.O.D.D to help buy extras for the children at Darley Dene, and there is also a national draw with 

the chance to win £25,000 that you will automatically be entered into. 

Please click onto the link below to buy a ticket! 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/darley-dene-primary-school  

 

 

Friends of Darley Dene welcome new ideas for fundraising as well as ideas of projects to fund with the profits, so 

please send any ideas to FODD.darleydene@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk 

  

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/darley-dene-primary-school
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