
 

  

  

Autumn Term 1                                                                                                                            1st October 2026 

 

Despite it being a shorter week, there have been so many additional enrichment activities 
happening. We recently hosted GB athletes, who led interactive workshops for children 

across all year groups; you can find more details about this exciting event below. 
Additionally, all children enjoyed a 'Space-Themed' experience during lunchtime today to 

mark the official school census. Today also saw some of our Year 5 and 6 pupils attend an 

'AIM High Maths Day' at St George’s Junior School, and we cannot wait to hear all about 
how it went. 

From next week, our Governors will be here completing their termly visits to gain further 

insight into our whole school priorities. Their support is invaluable, and we are very much 
looking forward to welcoming them for their first visits of this academic year. 

As you know, we use opportunities not only in computing lessons but throughout the day 
to educate children about staying safe online, especially as our society becomes 

increasingly interconnected. The NSPCC recently published figures showing which 

platforms children name most frequently when contacting Childline to report abuse. 
Snapchat received the most mentions, followed by TikTok, Instagram, and WhatsApp. 

This is unfortunately not a surprise to schools; we often find ourselves managing 
unkindness, upset, and sometimes even bullying that has taken place between pupils on 
these apps outside of school hours. 

This information from the NSPCC is difficult to ignore, and we are all deeply committed to 

protecting our children from harm. It serves as a timely reminder to all parents whose 
children have smartphones and use these apps to take extra care and keep a close eye on 
what their children are accessing online. 

Finally, we have now published our term dates for the next academic year (2027–2028). 

These are listed below and are also available on our website. Please also remember that 
tomorrow is an INSET DAY, meaning the school will be closed to pupils. 
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Secondary school place 
Year 6 parents please remember to apply for a secondary school place for your child by 31st October 2026. 

You can apply for a secondary school place from 1st September 2026. Please see link below for the application form. 

Secondary admissions 
 

Inclusion Update 
Inclusion Explained: Ordinarily Available Provision (OAP) 

 

Last week, we explored what Inclusion means and how we work to remove barriers to learning. One way we do this is 
through Ordinarily Available Provision (OAP). 

Ordinarily Available Provision (OAP) refers to the support, strategies and adjustments that should be available to 
children as part of everyday classroom practice. These approaches help make learning accessible to a wide range of 

children, including those with SEND, without requiring additional or specialist provision. 

 
This might include: 

• Visual supports, such as visual timetables, now-and-next boards and word mats. 

• Clear, chunked instructions and regular checks for understanding. 

• Scaffolding and modelling to support children to complete tasks independently. 

• Extra thinking or processing time when needed. 

• Pre-teaching and revisiting key vocabulary or concepts. 

• Use of technology to support recording, reading or accessing learning. 

 
It is important to remember that OAP is support for all, not something that is only provided for children with SEND. This 

means your child may be benefiting from adaptations and strategies in the classroom without it looking or feeling like 
they are receiving something different from their peers. Many of these approaches are part of good, inclusive teaching 

and are used naturally throughout the school day.  

 
Time to Talk 

As part of our ongoing work with around Oracy, our weekly Time to Talk questions will use different Springboards 
for Talk to encourage meaningful conversations at home. These prompts help children develop confidence in sharing 

their ideas, listening to others and explaining their thinking.  

 
What If...? 

What if you could design the perfect first day at school? What would it look like? 
 

 

Reading 
There has been lots to celebrate in reading across Darley Dene this week, but a particularly exciting milestone has 

taken place in Reception! For the very first time, our Reception children are beginning to bring home their Little Wandle 
reading books. These books are carefully matched to the sounds that children know securely, giving them the 

opportunity to practise their new phonics skills and begin developing confidence and fluency. For some of our youngest 

pupils, this will be the first book they have ever brought home from school to read themselves—an incredibly exciting 
step on their journey to becoming lifelong readers.  

 
If you're looking for some inspiration for your child's next read, here are a few books currently proving popular with 

young readers: 

 
For our younger readers: The Leaf Thief by Alice Hemming is a wonderfully funny autumnal picture book, while The 

Lion Inside by Rachel Bright is a firm favourite for children beginning their school reading journey. 
For children ready for longer adventures: Leila and the Blue Fox by Kiran Millwood Hargrave combines an exciting 

adventure with themes of nature and migration, while The Boy in the Suit by James Fox is another option for confident 
independent readers.  

 

Happy reading, Darley Dene! 
 

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions/secondary
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Maths 
What a sensationally numerical week we’ve had at Darley Dene.  From keen 

minds diving into pre-teach sessions to hands-on mastering concrete 

learning with manipulatives, our absolute superstars have been proving that 
math is less about counting and more about counting for something! I have 

enjoyed seeing our young mathematicians in full flow building up their 
number skills in a fun way. 

 

       The absolute fever pitch, however, hits at 4 PM today as 

the legendary Times Tables Rock Stars house battle reaches 

its epic, high-voltage conclusion! Years 3 to 6 are currently 

mashing their keyboards with the ferocious intensity of stadium rock gods, delivering 100% effort to 
propel their house to ultimate glory. Who will take the crown?  All will be revealed during next week’s 

celebration assembly—stay tuned!         

 
 

PE 
It was a pleasure to welcome GB judo athlete Luke Davies into our school this week for a sponsored fitness workshop 

and inspirational assembly. Well done to all the children who took part with such fantastic enthusiasm and energy! 

 
A massive thank you to all the families who have supported the children through sponsorship.  

 
Next week, our girls’ football team will take part in their first match of the year. We wish them the very best of luck and 

look forward to seeing them represent the school! 
 

Black History Month at Darley Dene 

We are excited to begin our Black History Month learning at Darley Dene and to share some of the wonderful learning 
taking place across the school. It is always a lovely opportunity to see the children’s curiosity grow as they discover new 

people, stories, cultures and achievements. 
 

This October, each year group will be exploring a different theme, from culture, families and communities in Reception 

and LAN, through to artists and creators, scientists and innovators, sporting history, musicians, writers and poets, and 
Black British history and changemakers across Years 1–6. 

 
For us, Black History Month is an opportunity to learn, ask questions and broaden our understanding of the people and 

stories that have shaped our world. We hope the children enjoy discovering new people, making connections and 

sharing what they learn throughout the month. We can’t wait to share their learning and discoveries with you! 
 

Harvest Festival 2026 
At Darley Dene, we are excited to be hosting our very own Harvest Festival! As a school community, we will be 

collecting non-perishable food items to support Runnymede Foodbank and help local families in need. Children and 
staff are invited to start bringing their donations into school from Monday 5th October. We will also be turning our 

collection into a House Competition - more information will follow! On Wednesday 7th October, we will be joined by 

our local church, St Paul’s, for a special Harvest celebration. We are really looking forward to celebrating Harvest 
together and seeing our school community support such an important local cause. 

 
Hello Yellow Day 2026 

On Friday 9th October, we’ll be celebrating Hello Yellow Day. Children and staff are invited to wear a yellow 

accessory or item of clothing alongside their usual school uniform. Think yellow socks, bows, headbands, hats, badges 
or bracelets – the brighter, the better! Hello Yellow Day helps us raise awareness of children and young people’s mental 

health and reminds us how important it is to talk, listen and look out for one another.  We can’t wait to see our school 
glowing YELLOW! 
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Family Dynamos  
Our Family Dynamos have been running for a few years now, and we have been so thrilled by the fantastic 

engagement and support from our families at school events. With the help of our wonderful school community, these 

events are able to happen and be such a success. As the academic year is now in full swing, we will be holding our first 
Family Dynamo meeting on Tuesday 6th October 2026 at 8.50am. During the meeting, we will be looking ahead to 

upcoming events, sharing ideas and thinking about fun ways to raise money for our school. 
 

Our first Family Dynamo event of the year will be the Pumpkin Competition on Thursday 15th October. We will need 

a group of Family Dynamos to help us with the very important job of judging the entries! 
 

We would love to see familiar faces as well as welcome any new families who would like to get involved. Your time, 
ideas and support really do make a difference, and we hope you can join us! 

 

School nurse drop in Service: 9-10am Friday 9th October 
The school nurse will be available once a month to offer support and advice on health-related concerns.  E.g., fussy 

eating, toileting and sleep. 
 

Each parent/carer will be offered a maximum 15-minute discussion.  If a longer or more detailed conversation is 
required, the School Nursing Service will arrange a follow-up telephone call or home visit directly with the family.  

 

If you have any questions, please contact Catherine Webb (HSLW) Telephone: 01932 847674 Mobile: 07387 700 236 
 

Please note you can get health advice and support for you child 0-19 years from the Surrey Child and Family Health 
Single Point of Access Tel: 0300 247 00255 

 

Email: scfh.contact@hcrgcaregroup.com If you are emailing us, please include the child’s name, date of birth or nhs 
number and the service you require. Open: Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm (excluding Bank Holidays 

 
Oracy Celebration  
All of our children are enjoying the opportunity to earn one of the certificates. Well done to all the children who have 
already been successful and good luck to everyone else for the coming weeks. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Timestables Rockstars  

Agamjot, Eleigh, Paige 

 
 

Oracy 
Champions 

 

Archie 
Marcel H 

Hannah 
Alyssia 

Payton 

Isabelle 

 

Sports Stars 

 
Kiara 

Sebastian 

Noah M 
Levy 

Roni 

 
 

 

Jigsaw 

 

Selin 
Ana-Julia 

Frankie 
Gizem 

Andrei B 

 
 

 
 

Maths 
 

Varsha 
Alihan 

Ola 

Mirac 
Thabie 

Caesar 
 

 
 

Writing 
 

Sia 

Tamari 
Evelin 

Chloe 

Ire 

 
 
 

Gold Leaves 

Congratulations to the children who earned a Gold Leaf this week. This could be for an exemplary piece of work, an over 
and above gesture of kindness, showing responsibility, perseverance, determination or other positive trait etc. 

LAN Centre: Miles 
Nursery: Thomas 

Year 2: Isabella 
Year 3: Khalil 

Year 5: Hanna, Lukas, Arabella, Reni 

Year 6: Yusuf 
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Messages from the School Office 
Darley Dene Nursery 

Spaces for January are limited, we encourage you to submit your 

application as soon as possible. 
 

Darley Dene Nursery provides 15 & 30 hour placements for 2-4 year olds. 
Why not come and see for yourself the  lovely Nursery facilities we 

offer?  We would love to show you around!    

 
Please email the office for more information.  

 
KS2 Healthy Snacks 

Please remember to send your child into school every day with a healthy snack or a piece of fruit. 

 
Breakfast Club 

A payable session is available from 07.30-08.00am for £2.50 per day.  
This is also available to book via the ScoPAY App 

 
Paid session: Every morning 7.30-8.00am 

Free session: Every morning from 8.00-8.30am 

 
For parents using the Before School Club, we ask that you do not drive into the school car park but park and  

walk your child into the Club and confirm with the staff member whether your child is having breakfast. 
 

After School Club 

Our Before and After School Clubs are run by Darley Dene staff for children in Reception to Year 6.  This is a popular 
facility. Therefore, places must be booked in advance to ensure we have the correct staffing levels to enable us to fulfil 

our safeguarding expectations. 
 

Opening Hours: Every afternoon after school till 4.30pm (For Children from Year Reception through to Year 6) 
Cost: includes activities, fruit and a snack tea 

£7.50 per session 

 
Communication to Parents  

The majority of communication to parents from the school is made via Email or Text Messages for important updates 
and information.  If you are not receiving emails or text messages from the school please contact the Office to check 

that we have all your correct contact details.   

 
Parking  
Please be considerate to the local residents whilst dropping off your children at school. Thank you 
 

Earrings 

It is a Trust-wide stipulation that school children must not wear earrings while taking part in PE lessons. Members of 
staff cannot remove earrings on behalf of children so a child must be able to remove their earrings independently or 

alternatively the earrings are removed before they come to school. Children with newly pierced ears are included in 
these guidelines and so are also required to remove their earrings; the duration of the lesson is not long enough to 

allow piercings to close over. Additionally, we are not able to allow children to take part in lessons with plasters 
covering earrings so it is imperative that children learn to remove/insert earrings themselves. 

 

Entrance to School 
Entrance to the school should be via the main school gates only between 08.30am - 08.45am. If you need to speak to 

the office staff, parents should go via the internal door to the office from the playground. The main office entrance is 
for the use of Breakfast Club only before 08:30am. 
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Water bottles 
Water only is allowed in children’s water bottles. No juice or sugary drinks are allowed in school. Please also 

name your child’s water bottle. 

 
Lunch Boxes 

Darley Dene is a nut free school. Please DO NOT send your child to school with chocolate spread Sandwiches, 
chocolate crepes for lunch as it is not possible to distinguish between Nutella and a nut free chocolate spread.  If your 

child has a chocolate spread sandwich or a chocolate crepe we will call home to request that an alternative be brought 

in. Thank you for your co-operation. 
 

School Meals 
Autumn term menu available click here  

Please continue to pay for lunches through your School Grid account.  

Nursery £2.75 
KS2 £2.80 

 
 

 
 

Vacancies 

Saxon Primary School is recruiting: We are looking to recruit a Teaching Assistant with a passion for creating 
lifelong learners, committed to inclusion who has a high expectation of themselves and every child. Working Hours: 

Monday to Friday, term time only (38 weeks per year) 31.25 hours per week, 8.30am to 3.15pm.  
For more information on these roles please see: Teaching Assistant 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/school-lunch-menu
https://www.eteach.com/job/teaching-assistant-1576030
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Upcoming Diary Dates 
Term Dates 2026 - 2027 

Autumn Term 

Fri 2nd Oct - INSET DAY 3 
Mon 5th Oct - House Competition: Harvest Challenge Launch 

Wed 7th Oct - Individuals and Siblings Photos 
Fri 9th Oct - Whole School Coffee Morning 

Fri 9th Oct - Hello Yellow Day 

Tues 13th Oct - Wisley Gardens Trip - Year 6 
Tues 13th Oct - Year 1 Stay and Play Session 1 - 9:10am-9:45am 

Wed 14th Oct - Year 1 Stay and Play Session 2 - 9:10am-9:45am 
Thurs 15th Oct - Family Dynamo: Design a pumpkin Competition 

Thurs 15th Oct - Reception and LAN Centre Crazy Hair Day 

Fri 16th Oct - End of term - normal time 
Mon 19th Oct - Fri 30th Oct - Half term (two weeks) 

Mon 2nd Nov - Children return to school 
Mon 9th Nov - Family Consultations 4:30pm -7:30pm 

Tues 10th Nov - Diwali Dance workshop - EYFS & KS1 
Tues 10th Nov - Reception 27/28 Open Afternoon - 3:30pm-4:30pm 

Wed 11th Nov - Family Consultations 3:30pm - 6:00pm 

Tues 12th Nov - House Competion: Spelling Bee 
Mon 16th Nov - Fri 20th Nov - Anti Bullying Week 

Mon 16th Nov - Odd Socks Day 
Tues 17th Nov - Fri 20th Nov - Year 6 Bristol Residential 

Fri 20th Nov - Children in Need (Mufti Day) 

Fri 20th Nov - Year 4 Cake sale 
Tues 22nd Nov - LAN Centre Stay and Play Session  2.30pm - 3.00pm 

Tues 22nd Nov - Nursery Stay and Play Session 1 2.15pm - 2.45pm 
Mon 23rd Nov - Superhero Day 

Mon 23rd Nov - Reception Stay, Play and Learn Session 1 2pm - 3pm 
Wed 25th Nov - Reception Stay, Play and Learn Session 2 2pm - 3pm 

Thurs 26th Nov - Year 3 Local Walk 

Thurs 26th Nov - Nursery Stay and Play Session 2 2.15pm - 2.45pm 
Mon 30th Nov - Fri 4th Dec - Last week of Enrichment Clubs 

Wed 2nd Dec - EYFS and KS1 Nativity Performance 1 9:15am 
Thurs 3rd Dec - EYFS and KS1 Nativity Performance 2 9:15am 

Mon 7th Dec - Fri 11th Dec - House Competition: Design a Christmas Bauble 

Tues 8th Dec - AIM High Writing Day Y5-Y6  
Tues 8th Dec - Family Dynamo Event - EYFS and KS1 Christmas Movie Night 

Thurs 10th Dec - Family Dynamo Presents: KS2 Movie Night 
Tues 15th Dec - KS2 Christmas Concert 1.50pm at St Paul's 

Wed 16th Dec - Pantomime 

Wed 16th Dec - Christmas Jumper and Christmas Lunch Day 
Thurs 17th Dec - Winning House Team Party 

Fri 18th Dec - End of term 1:00pm 
 

Spring Term 2027 
Tues 5th Jan - INSET DAY 4 

Wed 6th Jan - Children return to school 

Fri 12th Feb - End of term - normal time 
Mon 15th Feb - Fri 19th Feb - Half term 

Mon 22nd Feb - Children return to school 
Thurs 25th Mar - End of term 1:00pm 
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Summer Term 2027 
Mon 12th Apr - Children return to school 

Fri 28th May - End of term - normal time 

Mon 31st May - Fri 4th Jun - Half term 
Mon 7th Jun - Children return to school 

Tues 20th Jul - End of term 1:00pm 
Wed 21st - INSET DAY 5 

Thurs 22nd Jul - INSET DAY 6 

 
Term Dates 2027 - 2028 

Autumn Term 
Wed 1st Sept - INSET DAY 1 

Thurs 2nd Sept - Children return to school 

Fri 2nd Oct - INSET DAY 2 
Mon 18th Oct - Fri 29th Oct - Half Term 

Tues 21st Dec - End of term 1:00pm 
 

Spring Term 
Tues 4th Jan - Children return to school 

Mon 14th Feb - Fri 18th Feb - Half Term 

Fri 31st Mar - End of term 1:00pm 
 

Summer Term 
Tues 18th Apr - Children return to school 

Mon 29th May - Fri 2nd Jun - Half Term 

Fri 14th Jul - End of Term 1:00pm 
Mon 17th Jul - INSET DAY 3 

Tues 18th Jul - INSET DAY 4 
Wed 19th Jul - INSET DAY 5 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Kind regards  

 
Zoe Devonport 

Headteacher  
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