
Headteacher’s Message  

  

Summer Term 2                                                                                                                              5th June 2026 

As we enter the final half term, there is lots of excitement around school. The children are very 
much looking forward to all that the end of the year brings including celebrations, special events 
and the opportunity to reflect on how much they have grown and achieved. 

Our careers assemblies kicked off this week in brilliant style. The children were fascinated to hear 

from a forensic scientist who shared ‘real evidence’.  It was certainly an exciting visitor and 
sparked lots of thoughtful questions. These assemblies are part of our ongoing commitment to 
broadening horizons and helping children to see the many possibilities that lie ahead of them.  

This week, our children also ‘paused’ together to celebrate Pride Month. In an age-appropriate 

way, classes took part in a range of activities that focused on kindness, respect and celebrating 
differences. At the heart of our school is the belief that ‘We All Belong’ so it was wonderful to see 
children engaging so thoughtfully in discussions about inclusion and community. 

Earlier in the week, Echelford, who are also part of the Lumen Learning Trust, hosted the Summer 

of Songs concert. It was wonderful to see the joy as the children performed and the confidence 
they showed. 

Our Mental Health and Wellbeing survey was sent out to families this week. The survey is 
completely anonymous and forms an important part of how we reflect on and strengthen our 

support. If you do require specific support, please speak directly to your child’s class teacher or our 
Home School Link Worker, who will be very happy to help. 

You will have seen in a previous newsletter that we will be launching our free breakfast club from 
8:00am next year. We are really pleased to be able to offer this provision to support families and 

ensure children start the day ready to learn. More information about how to book will be shared 
soon. 

As a reminder, our uniform expectations are in place all year round. Hair that is shoulder-length or 
longer should be tied up and children should come to school prepared for the unpredictable 
weather. Even at this time of year, a raincoat is essential as showers can catch us by surprise.  

I would also like to share a friendly reminder about the use of Snapchat and other social media 

platforms. While many platforms have age restrictions (Snapchat is 13+), we are aware that some 
primary-aged children may encounter them. Please take a moment to review the National Online 

Safety poster below for reference. Open and regular conversations at home about online safety, 
privacy and respectful behaviour online are essential in helping to keep children safe. 

Finally, we are very much looking forward to welcoming some of our current and potentially new 
families to our EYFS Open Morning tomorrow between 10:00am and 11:30am. If you are 

attending, please arrive via the nursery entrance; you will spot the balloons! It will be a lovely 

opportunity to showcase our Early Years provision and meet families who may be joining our 
school community. 
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Darley Dene Nursery 
Spaces for September are limited, we encourage you to submit your application by the end of June. 

 

Darley Dene Nursery provides 15 & 30 hour placements for 2-4 year olds. Why not come and see for yourself the  
lovely Nursery facilities we offer?  We would love to show you around!    

 
Please email the office for more information or book a tour on our website here or come to our Open Morning on    

June 6th from 10.00am - 11.30am. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Time to talk 

Understanding what makes children and young people feel happy, safe, and loved helps 

us support their wellbeing and build resilience when challenges arise. This term, we will be 
focusing on the Nurture Principle of Transitions: The importance of transitions in 

children's lives, sharing weekly prompts to help guide meaningful conversations at home 
and nurture those positive emotions.  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

What helps you feel confident when you’re trying 
something new, like a new activity or lesson? 

https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/page/?title=School+Tours&pid=89
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Healthy Eating Week 
Next week, we will be celebrating Healthy Eating Week across the school, encouraging children to make healthy food 

choices and understand how good nutrition supports learning, energy, wellbeing and physical activity. There will be 

sporting activities during the week and a house challenge for the children to bring in a healthy snack everyday to 
school. The class that has the most number of children who bought a healthy snack will earn a reward! 

 
Parent Workshop 

We warmly invite parents to join us for a Healthy Eating Workshop on Tuesday 9th June 2:45pm. This is a great 

opportunity to engage with your child's learning and explore ways to support healthy habits at home. 
 

Together, we look forward to an active, enjoyable week that promotes healthy lifestyles for all our children. 
 

Stay and Play Sessions  

This half term, we are delighted to welcome families into our LAN, Nursery and Reception classrooms for our Stay and 
Play sessions. These sessions provide an opportunity for children to proudly share their learning environment with you 

and showcase some of the fantastic work they have completed throughout the year as part of their end-of-year 
celebrations. For further information, please refer to the letters that were sent home earlier this week. 

 
Inclusion Update - Building Resilience – Meaning (Part 2: Purpose and Belonging) 

As part of our focus on building resilience through the Resilience Ball approach, we are exploring the factors 

that help children develop the confidence and skills to manage challenges and thrive. This week, we are focusing on 
Meaning - helping children develop a sense of purpose, belonging, and connection to those around them. 

 
Feeling part of a community and contributing to others helps children develop a sense of purpose and understand the 

positive impact they can have on the world around them. 

 
In school, we support this by: 

• Giving children roles and responsibilities in the classroom. 

• Encouraging acts of kindness and helping others. 

• Promoting values such as respect, cooperation, and teamwork. 

• Providing opportunities for children to contribute to the wider school community. 

 
At home, you can support by: 

• Involving your child in helping with jobs and responsibilities at home. 

• Talking about how their actions can help others feel happy, safe, and included. 

• Recognising and praising acts of kindness, thoughtfulness, and teamwork. 

 
By helping children feel that they belong and that they can make a positive contribution, we support them in developing 

confidence, empathy, and resilience. 

 
Maths 

Year 1 Maths Challenge 
On Thursday, a group of our Year 1 pupils proudly represented the school at Saxon Primary School at a Maths 

Challenge Event. The children performed brilliantly, demonstrating wonderful teamwork by happily sharing resources 

and even using each other’s fingers to tackle counting problems together. Their enthusiasm was wonderful to see, with 
several children overheard exclaiming, "I love Maths!" and eagerly asking, "Can we do this again next week?" We are 

incredibly proud of their fantastic effort and supportive attitudes.   
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It has been fantastic observing Tagtiv8 across the school this week, with children up, moving, and actively enjoying 
their Maths through times tables and time-matching games. 

 

This term, our focus is on learning to tell the time and calculating time passed. You can easily support this at home 
when you're out and about! Look out for clocks and time-telling opportunities all around us, such as: 

• Analogue clocks on public buildings or watches. 

• Digital clocks on car dashboards, ovens, and phones. 

• Travel timetables at bus stops and train stations, which are perfect for asking, "How long until the next 

train?" 
 

        Rock Out for London Rocks!  

Speaking of keeping those maths skills sharp... get your fingers ready! Our next massive TTRS battle is just around the 

corner. Mark your calendars for June 23rd to June 25th for the ultimate showdown: LONDON ROCKS!   

More information on how to get involved will be following soon, so watch this space! 

 
New Playground Areas- The Mindful Meadow and  Reading Area 

This week saw the official launch of 

two exciting new areas in our 
playground: the Mindful Meadow 

and our new Reading Zone. We 
hope you have had the opportunity 

to see these wonderful spaces as 

you walk through the school 
grounds. 

 
The beautiful Mindful Meadow 

provides a calm and peaceful area 
where children can spend time 

relaxing and reflecting.  

 
Our Wellbeing Ambassadors will help lead activities in this space, offering 

children a range of resources and opportunities to support their wellbeing. 
We hope this new area will help children develop their emotional regulation skills, 

promote positive wellbeing, and provide a quiet space where they can feel calm, 

supported, and ready to learn. 
 

Located next to the Mindful Meadow, we are delighted to introduce our brand-new 
area Outdoor Reading Area. This fantastic space provides children with the 

opportunity to select a book from the Reading Shed and enjoy reading during 
playtimes or at designated times throughout the school day. We hope that this 

exciting addition will further encourage a love of reading across the school while 

giving children a calm and enjoyable space to immerse themselves in a good book. 
As the weather continues to improve, we look forward to seeing the area being 

used even more and becoming a well-loved part of our school community.  
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House Competition - House Chant 
This week we are excited to launch our House Team Sports Chant Competition where children will have the chance to 

design and perform their own team chants. Each house is encouraged to be creative, think big, and come up with 

energetic original chants that show pride, teamwork, and enthusiasm. 
 

All entries will be judged and the winning chants will be chosen to be used on Sports Day to rally and encourage the 
house teams throughout the event. This is a fantastic opportunity for students to showcase their creativity, build team 

spirit, and contribute to the excitement of Sports Day. 

 
We look forward to hearing the chants the children create and celebrating their efforts on Sports Day. 

 
Volunteers 

A huge thank you to the wonderful volunteers from Evolve 

Creative Limited for generously giving up their time to come 
on-site at Darley Dene. Their hard work and energy in helping 

us paint our brand-new Mindful Meadow has completely 
transformed the space into a vibrant, welcoming sanctuary for 

the children. We are very grateful for their kindness and 
community support. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Curriculum Webs  
Curriculum Webs for Summer 2 have been emailed to families this week detailing the important dates and an overview 

of what the children will be learning. You can also find them on the Darley Dene website 
 

PE - Play On Summit - St Georges 

On Monday, a group of Year 6 girls attended a Sports Summit at St George's Junior School. It was fantastic to join so 
many enthusiastic girls from local schools and see them engaging so positively throughout the day. The children 

enjoyed rotating through four exciting workshop stations led by Sky Sports, Nike Sports Camps, Chelsea FC & Inspire 
Girls Football Academy, and Locker. Alongside inspiring keynote speakers and a range of wider activities, the summit 

provided valuable experiences that encouraged confidence, teamwork, leadership and a lifelong enjoyment of sport. 

The girls represented Darley Dene brilliantly and were excellent ambassadors for our school throughout the event. They 
were also gifted with rucksacks and sports equipment from Chelsea Football Club and well deserved certificates for their 

participation. 
 

Sports Day 

This term, Sports Day will take place on Wednesday 17th June. Reception and KS1 events will be held in the morning 
9:30 - 11:00, with KS2 Sports Day taking place in the afternoon 12:50 - 15:00. Please refer to the letter that has been 

sent out for further information or speak to your child’s class teacher for any assistance. 
 

District Sports Competition 
On Wednesday 10th June, some of our children will be representing Darley Dene at the District Sports competition, 

competing in track, field and relay events. We are so excited to see our children perform and shine in their strongest 

sports. We wish them the very best of luck! 
 

Cricket Sessions 
We are delighted to have been offered cricket coaching sessions this term by Surrey County Cricket Club for both KS1 

and KS2 pupils. These sessions provide a fantastic opportunity for children to develop their cricket skills, build 

confidence and enjoy being active while learning from experienced coaches. 

https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=7
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Partnership for Inclusion of Neurodiversity in Schools (PINS) 
We are delighted to share that Darley Dene will be taking part in the Partnership for Inclusion of Neurodiversity in 

Schools (PINS) project next year. 

 
The PINS programme is funded by NHS England and the Department for Education and works in partnership with 

schools, health services, and parent-carer organisations. The project supports schools in developing inclusive practices, 
building staff confidence, and providing early support for neurodiverse children. 

 

Schools across Surrey that have already participated have reported positive outcomes, including greater consistency in 
supporting children, stronger partnerships with families, and a shared understanding of inclusion across the school 

community. 
 

We are excited to be part of this initiative and look forward to sharing updates with you throughout the year as we 

work together to further strengthen our inclusive approach and support all children to thrive. 
 

PSHE - Curriculum September 2026 
Earlier in the term, we shared a PSHE letter outlining the changes to the PSHE Curriculum from September 2026.  

On Monday 22nd June at 2.30pm Miss Legg will be hosting a Q&A session. Click here to read the letter 
 

Family Dynamos 

Thank you to the Family Dynamos who attended the past virtual meeting. Summer events have now been organised, 
which is super exciting. The Family Dynamos will be running stalls at the Darley Dene Expo on 3rd July and hosting an 

exciting end-of-year party on 14th July. Our next Family Dynamo meeting will take place at 9:00am on Tuesday 16th 
June at school.  

 

Island Glow: The Ultimate End-of-Year Party! ✨       

Get ready to dance, glow, and celebrate an amazing year at our Island Glow Disco on Tuesday 14th July, hosted by our 

fantastic Family Dynamos!  Tickets: £2 per child via SCOpay.                                                                          

Party Times:   

• Reception, LAN & KS1: 3:30pm – 4:30pm 

• KS2: 4:45pm – 5:45pm 
 

Children are invited to wear their brightest colours, bring their  best dance moves, and join us for an afternoon of 
tropical fun, music, and glowing good times! We can’t wait to celebrate! 

 
The Darley Dene Expo 

On Friday 3rd July, we are excited to invite families into school for our Darley Dene Expo. This is an open-classroom 

event where families are invited to see the immersive foundation learning that has been taking place across the school. 
The Expo will begin at 3:10pm, straight after dismissal. Alongside this, our Family Dynamo team will be leading two fair 

stalls for families to enjoy! 
 

Year 1 Cake and Ice Lolly sale  

Next Friday, our Year 1 children will be hosting a cake and ice lolly sale on the playground at dismissal time. Year 1 
children are invited to bring in cakes and ice lollies to be sold at the event. All proceeds raised will go towards funding 

future trips and workshops for the class. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/letters
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Oracy Celebration  
All of our children are enjoying the opportunity to earn one of the certificates. Well done to all the children who have 

already been successful and good luck to everyone else for the coming weeks. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Messages from the School Office 

 
COMING SOON! FREE BREAKFAST CLUB will be available from 8:00 - 8:30am everyday from September 

2026! Look out for more information on how you can book your child’s place coming soon! 
 

Communication to Parents  

The majority of communication to parents from the school is made via Email or Text Messages for important updates 
and information.  If you are not receiving emails or text messages from the school please contact the Office to check 

that we have all your correct contact details.   
 

Pupil Premium/FSM  

Have your circumstances changed? You may qualify for your child to have free school meals and 
other benefits under the Pupil Premium/FSM scheme from Surrey County Council. Scan the QR code 

to check. 
 

 
Breakfast and After School Club 

Breakfast and ASC are bookable via Scopay. Please book 24 hours in advance to secure your child’s space - Please note 

credit is needed on your account in order to book sessions. If you need help booking, please call the office. 
 

Timestables Rockstars  

Leo S, Dev, Isabelle, aaliah J-B 
 

 

Oracy 
Champions 

 

Soleil 
Ayan 

Eslem 
Ola 

Hicabi 

Charlotte 
Elsie-Jean 

 
 

Sports Stars 

 
Lexi 

Noah LA 
Alice 

Eyup 

Amelia 
Jayden T 

Hargun 

 
 

 

Jigsaw 

 
Lucia 

Bradley 

Graham 
Mia H 

Aya 
Scarlett 

 

 
 

 

Maths 
 

Mateo 
Kayden C 

Alihan 

Anisha 
Dolcie 

Chloe 
Lorelai 

Ada-Marie 
Charlotte-Ann 

 

Writing 

 

Miles 
Aarish 

Jacob 
Azeemah 

Payton 
Lukas 

Arzo 

Olaf 
 

 

Gold Leaves 

Congratulations to the children who earned a Gold Leaf this week. This could be for an exemplary piece of work, an over 
and above gesture of kindness, showing responsibility, perseverance, determination or other positive trait etc. 

Lan Centre: Lexi, Soleil 
Nursery: Aadi 

Reception: Martyna 

Year 1: Victoria, Mileh, Rory, Leo D, Tamari 
Year 2: John, Marya 

Year 3: Josh, Reuben, Rory, Levy 
Year 4: All of Year 4 for their hard work on the MTC! 

Year 5: Elsie, Bahar, Fatmana 
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Vision Tests 
Please be aware children in reception classes no longer have a vision test at school.  Children can have a vision test at 

any optician free till the age of 16: Eye tests for children - NHS 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Vacancies 
Darley Dene Primary School is recruiting: We are seeking to appoint a highly enthusiastic, proactive, flexible and 

reliable individual for the role of Teaching Assistant. This is an opportunity for individuals who are patient and 

emotionally resilient to join our friendly, inclusive and inspirational team of teaching and support staff.  
If you actively enjoy working with children in a stimulating and creative environment, have experience ideally within the 

education sector and are professional in your approach with a desire to make a lasting personal contribution to our 
children’s lives, we want to hear from you. For more information please visit: Teaching Assistant 

 
The Echelford Primary School is recruiting: We are looking to appoint a talented part time Teaching Assistant on a 

fixed term contract to cover maternity leave with a proven record of providing high quality support to children of all 

abilities, including those with additional educational needs. The right candidate will be joining a strong, professional 
team of enthusiastic staff who will work alongside you in a supportive and constructive way. Full or part time 

considered for the role. For more information please visit: Teaching Assistant 
 

Riverbridge Primary School is recruiting: We are looking to appoint a Deputy Wraparound Care Manager who is 

highly motivated, proactive and passionate about making a difference, to join our friendly, committed, hardworking 
team. For more information please see: Deputy Wraparound Care Manager 

 
Riverbridge Primary School is recruiting: We are seeking to a appoint two highly enthusiastic, proactive, flexible 

and reliable individuals for the role of part-time Teaching Assistant. This is an opportunity for someone who is patient 
and emotionally resilient to join our friendly, inclusive and aspirational team of teaching and support staff. 

For more information please see: Teaching Assitant Part-time 

 
Riverbridge Primary School is recruiting: We are seeking to a appoint a highly enthusiastic, proactive, flexible and 

reliable individuals for the role of part-time Teaching Assistant. This is an opportunity for someone who is patient and 
emotionally resilient to join our friendly, inclusive and aspirational team of teaching and support staff. 

For more information please see: Teaching Assistant 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r06/___https:/www.nhs.uk/tests-and-treatments/eye-tests-in-children/___.ZXV3MjpoY3JnY2FyZWdyb3VwOmM6bzpmNTZiMTY4M2NjMTRjNWM3YWNkMzQwMGE3ZWE2ZjhhNTo3OmMzYTQ6YzY3YzJkZDNiOTUyYzJkN2RmMmFlNjE5NTRhMWU4ZmU3YzU0MWJlMDc5YTczYjEwMmVlYzY5ZTQwYjcyOWJkNTpoOlQ6Rg
https://www.eteach.com/job/teaching-assistant-1554520
https://www.eteach.com/job/teaching-assistant-1554693
https://www.eteach.com/job/deputy-wraparound-care-manager-1554544
https://www.eteach.com/job/teaching-assistant-part-time-1554713
https://www.eteach.com/job/teaching-assistant-1555952
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Upcoming Diary Dates 

Summer Term 2026 
Mon 25th May - Fri 29th May - HALF TERM 

Mon 8th June - Fri 12th June - Healthy Eating Week 
Mon 8th June - Fri 12th June - Create a house t-shirt design for sports day 

Mon 8th June - Year 1 Windsor Castle Trip 

Tues 9th June - Importance of Health and Fitness Parent Workshop 2:45pm 
Tues 9th June - AIM High Writing Year 1 & 2 

Wed 10th June - KS2 District Sports 
Thur 11th June - Year 4 Maths Challenge 

Thur 11th June - Year 2 Forest School at St George’s 
Fri 12th June - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home 

Fri 12th June - Year 1 cake & ice lolly sale 

Fri 12th June - Young Carers Meet Up 
Mon 15th June - Stay, Play and Learn - Nursery 2pm - 2:45pm 

Mon 15th June - Stay, Play and Learn - Reception 2pm - 3pm 
Mon 15th June - Stay, Play and Learn - LAN 2:30pm - 3pm 

Tues 16th June - Stay, Play and Learn - Reception 2pm - 3pm 

Tues 16th June - Year 6 Trip to Thorpe Park 
Wed 17th June - Sports Day 

Thurs 18th June - Stay, Play and Learn - Nursery 2pm - 2:45pm 
Fri 19th June - KS2 St George’s Theatre Trip 

Fri 19th June - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home 
Mon 22nd June - PSHE - Changes to Curriculum -Workshop 

Fri 26th June - Transition Coffee Morning 

Fri 26th June - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home 

Attendance & Fixed Penalty Notices 
Amount Payable for a Penalty Notice and Consequences for 
repeat unauthorised absences 
1. If you have not incurred a penalty notice relating to this 
child/children in a rolling 3 year period since 19 August 2024, then 

the penalty notice will be charged at the rate of £160.00, per 
parent/carer per child, if paid within 28 days. This will be 
reduced to £80.00 if paid within 21 days of receipt of thenotice. 
Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will result in Surrey County Council 
considering legal proceedings against you in the Magistrates Court. 
 
2. If you have incurred a penalty notice relating to this 
child/children since 19 August 2024, the rolling 3 year period will be 
activated from the date of the first penalty notice and the second 
penalty notice will be charged at the flat rate of £160.00, per 
parent/carer per child, if paid within 28 days. There will be no 
reduction for payment within 21 days. Failure to pay the Penalty 
Notice will result in Surrey County Council considering legal 
proceedings against you 
in the Magistrates Court. 
 
3. If you have incurred 2 penalty notices relating to this 
child/children in the rolling 3 year period since the first penalty 
notice was issued, then you will NOT receive a third penalty notice 
– Surrey County Council will have no option but to consider a 
prosecution, per parent/carer per child, in the Magistrates Court 
under s 444 Education Act 1996. 
Surrey County Council is not responsible for authorising 
pupil absence and therefore cannot withdraw any Penalty 
Notice requests without the written permission of the 
Headteacher.  
Attendance & Punctuality Policy 2024 
 

 
 

https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1308&type=pdf
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Mon 29th June - Fri 3rd July - World Cup Countries House Competition 
Tues 30th June - Year 6 Move Up Day 

Wed 1st July - Year 6 Move Up Day 

Thur 2nd July - LAN Chessington World of Adventure Trip 
Fri 3rd July - Resilience Workshop 9am 

Fri 3rd July - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home 
Fri 3rd July - Year Reception cake & ice lolly sale 

Fri 3rd - KS2 - The Darley Dene Expo 

Mon 6th July - Fri 10th July - End of Year Quiz - House Competition 
Wed 8th July - Wellbeing Ambassador Training 

Wed 8th July - Year 6 - Pizza Express 
Thurs 9th July - Year 6 Show 

Fri 10th July - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home 

Mon 13th July - Year 6 Mini Olympic at St Georges 
Tues 14th July - Family Dynamo Presents: Island Glow - The Final Party 

Thurs 16th July - Year 6 Leaver’s Assembly 
Fri 17th July - End of term 1:00pm 

Mon 20th July - INSET DAY 4 
Tues 21st July - INSET DAY 5 

 

Term Dates 2026 - 2027 
Autumn Term 

Tues 1st Sept - INSET DAY 1 
Wed 2nd Sept - INSET DAY 2 

Thurs 3rd Sept - Children return to school 

Fri 16th Oct - End of term - normal time 
Mon 19th Oct - Fri 30th Oct - Half term (two weeks) 

Mon 2nd Nov - Children return to school 
Fri 18th Dec - End of term 1:00pm 

 
Spring Term 2027 

Tues 5th Jan - INSET DAY 3 

Wed 6th Jan - Children return to school 
Fri 12th Feb - End of term - normal time 

Mon 15th Feb - Fri 19th Feb - Half term 
Mon 22nd Feb - Children return to school 

Thurs 25th Mar - End of term 1:00pm 

 
Summer Term 2027 

Mon 12th Apr - Children return to school 
Fri 28th May - End of term - normal time 

Mon 31st May - Fri 4th Jun - Half term 

Mon 7th Jun - Children return to school 
Tues 20th Jul - End of term 1:00pm 

Wed 21st - INSET DAY 4 
Thurs 22nd Jul - INSET DAY 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Kind regards  

 
Zoe Devonport 

Headteacher  
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