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There has certainly been a real buzz around the building this week, and that is not just because Year 1 and Year 3 enjoyed a special visit from a beekeeper who brought along some bees (of course!). The children were captivated as they learnt about how bees live and work together, the importance of pollination, and how we can all help to protect them in our environment.
Our Year 3 children also took part in their Feet First training this week. This programme helps children to understand the importance of road safety and how to navigate their local area carefully. They explored how to cross roads safely, recognise potential hazards, and make sensible decisions when walking around their community in Addlestone, building confidence and independence along the way.
Year 2 performed their hearts out during their class assembly. It is wonderful to see the children’s confidence continuing to grow in front of an audience, which reflects our strong focus on developing oracy skills across the school. Opportunities like this allow children to express themselves clearly and proudly.
Our Reception children are now halfway through their Delight in Dance workshops and are already showing great enthusiasm and teamwork. They have been working hard every Friday morning this half term, learning new movements and building towards their final performance. It has been lovely to see their confidence and creativity develop with each session.
Mrs. Butler led training for early career teachers across the Trust yesterday evening. This reflects our ongoing commitment to professional development for our staff, ensuring that our teaching teams continue to grow and provide the very best outcomes for all of our children.
During our staff meeting this week, we discussed home learning. Earlier this year, we reissued login details to all children and spent time in school ensuring they could confidently access the online platforms from home. Our younger children continue to receive printed activities. Home learning is intended to complement what is taught in school, providing an opportunity to practise and consolidate key skills. It is sent home each Thursday and should be returned by Tuesday, when it is reviewed by teachers. Staff will remind children each week to support this routine. We recognise the importance of balancing time between home life and school work, and encourage families to find a routine that supports learning while enjoying being together.
I hope you have noticed the fence painting in the playground, which is really brightening up the space. A huge thank you goes to Mr Moody for his attention to detail and patience throughout the process. 
As I finish writing this week’s newsletter, I can hear the children having a blast during play time as they are enjoying their first of a series of Zumba sessions. This has truly brought more energy, if possible, to the playtime - and I am sure the upbeat music brought some excitement to the afternoon for Addlestone leading into the bank holiday weekend. Thank you Miss Nhambure for making this happen!
I hope you are able to spend some time outside and enjoy the sunshine this weekend. We will see you back in school on Tuesday 5th May.

[bookmark: _Hlk191640031][image: ] 

[image: ][image: ]


	
	
	


		
	Our
Facebook
Page




LAN Centre
News



Nursery
News




Reception
News




Year 1
News




Year 2
News



Year 3
News




Year 4
News




Year 5
News

Year 6
News



[image: ]Time to talk
Understanding what makes children and young people feel happy, safe, and loved helps us support their wellbeing and build resilience when challenges arise. This term, we will be focusing on the Nurture Principle of Transitions: The importance of transitions in children's lives, sharing weekly prompts to help guide meaningful conversations at home and nurture those positive emotions. 
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How do you feel when it’s time to switch from playtime to homework or dinner?







Inclusion
Over the next few weeks, we will be focusing on building resilience through our work on the Resilience Ball, developed with support from our Educational Psychologist. This approach helps children develop the skills and understanding they need to manage challenges, build confidence, and feel successful in their learning and relationships.

Bonding (Part 1: Feeling Safe and Valued)
Strong relationships help children feel safe, valued, and ready to learn. When children know there are trusted adults who care about them, they are more confident to take risks and try new things.

In school, we support this by:
· Greeting children at the door and checking in daily.
· Creating a classroom environment where children feel welcomed and included.
· Adults taking time to listen and respond to children’s thoughts and feelings.
· Using consistent adults and routines to build trust and security.

At home, you can support by:
· Taking time to listen and talk about your child’s day - drop off and collection is a great time for this! 
· Reassuring your child that they are valued and supported.


Coffee Morning for Mental Health Awareness
Catherine Webb (HSLW) and Mrs Jones (ELSA) is hosting a coffee morning on Friday 15th May at 9:00am-10:00am for Mental Health Awareness week. Representatives from Eikon Charity, the Mental Health Support Team (MHST) and the Family Centre will be there to answer any questions you have regarding support for your child.  We really look forward to seeing you there.


Family Dynamos
We are very excited about our upcoming Summer term events. To allow more families to join our next Family Dynamo meeting, we have decided to hold this meeting virtually. The meeting will now take place on Tuesday 5th May 2026 at 3:30pm. The meeting link will be shared closer to the time. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the school office.


House Competitions 
Next week, the Battle of the Houses continues with a super exciting scavenger hunt! There will be clues to find, puzzles to solve, and lots of fun along the way! The house teams will work together, use their best thinking skills, and race to see which house can find everything first! Which house will be our Scavenger Hunt Champions? 

House Points
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Reading
During our recent staff meeting, we discussed the importance of homework and, in particular, the role that daily reading at home plays in supporting children’s progress. A reminder that it is an expectation for children to read at home each day, even if it is just for a short period of time. Regular reading helps to build fluency, confidence and a real love of books.

We are also delighted that Year 2 have recently started Online Bookmark sessions, where children read to an adult mentor online. These sessions provide valuable feedback and encouragement, helping the children to develop their reading skills and continue improving as confident readers.

P.E.
Fitness Fridays are Here!
The lovely weather has provided the perfect backdrop for the launch of our Fitness Friday at lunch! We are thrilled to welcome a professional instructor from Anytime Fitness Addlestone, who will be leading high-energy Zumba classes on the playground. These sessions will run every lunchtime until half term, giving the children a fantastic way to stay active, learn some new moves, and make the most of the sunshine together.

As the sun begins to shine a little brighter, we want to ensure our students stay cool and protected during their outdoor P.E. lessons. Please remember to send your child to school with a water bottles, along with sunscreen, a sunhat, and appropriate black shorts for their P.E. kit. 

Maths
With the long Bank Holiday weekend ahead, why not pop into Addlestone library and loan a story where numbers take centre stage? Maths isn’t just about calculations; it’s about patterns, logic, and adventure.
Here are our "Must-Reads" for the weekend:

📚 Maths Bank Holiday Reading
With the long Bank Holiday weekend ahead, why not pop into Addlestone library and loan a story where numbers take centre stage? Maths isn’t just about calculations; it’s about patterns, logic, and adventure.
Here are our "Must-Reads" for the weekend:

For our EYFS and KS1 Readers 
	How Big is a Million? by Anna Milbourne: A beautiful story about a little penguin who goes on a journey to find out exactly what a "big number" looks like.
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	One is a Snail, Ten is a Crab by April Pulley Sayre: A hilarious counting book based on the number of feet different animals have. Great for early multiplication and addition!
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For our KS2 Readers
	The Great Graph Contest by Loreen Leedy: Two characters compete to see who can make the best graphs about their friends. Perfect for reinforcing our work on interpreting tables.
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	The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster: A classic adventure where Milo visits the Kingdom of Wisdom. The "Dictionopolis" (words) and "Digitopolis" (numbers) sections are brilliant for exploring why both are essential.
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	Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library by Chris Grabenstein: While it’s a mystery, it is packed with logic puzzles, codes, and spatial reasoning that will keep Year 5 and 6 brains ticking.
	[image: ]



Year 2 Class Assembly
Year 2 did a fantastic job presenting their class assembly on Tuesday morning. They worked hard to give their families a sneak peek at what a day in their lives looks like. The children spoke with confidence and were proud to show how much they have already learned this year. They even had some adults joining in with their macarena movement break! The Year 2 team is incredibly proud.

Oracy Celebration 
All of our children are enjoying the opportunity to earn one of the certificates. Well done to all the children who have already been successful and good luck to everyone else for the coming weeks.
Oracy Champions

Lexi
Rory A
Elif
Payton
Charlotte W
Elsy











Sports Stars

Mateo
Darius
John
Dev
Kaylee
Orest























Jigsaw

Priscilla
Sorayah
Elfida
Eleen
Aya
Alan










	











	



















Maths

Ayan
Selin
Deina
Alyssia
Eyup
Paulo
Jayden T
Ameerah














Writing

Lucia
Marcel H
Sharon
Noah M
Grace
Hanna
Scarlett
Jayden H





































Gold Leaves
Congratulations to the children who earned a Gold Leaf this week. This could be for an exemplary piece of work, an over and above gesture of kindness, showing responsibility, perseverance, determination or other positive trait etc.
LAN Centre: Miles
Nursery: Ayaan, Savannah
Reception: Tae, Martyna, Varsha, Marcel H
Year 1: Noah, Tamari, Rory
Year 2: Noah M, Leo
Year 3: Gizem
Year 4: Tyler, Amelia
Year 5: Ire, Shylla, Mehrab, Bahar
Year 6: Charlotte-Ann, Sudem, Ameerah






Timestables Rockstars 
Elif, Lukas, Shylla








Messages from the School Office
Communication to Parents 
The majority of communication to parents from the school is made via Email or Text Messages for important updates and information.  If you are not receiving emails or text messages from the school please contact the Office to check that we have all your correct contact details.  

[image: ]Pupil Premium/FSM 
Have your circumstances changed? You may qualify for your child to have free school meals and other benefits under the Pupil Premium/FSM scheme from Surrey County Council. Scan the QR code to check.



Breakfast and After School Club
Breakfast and ASC are bookable via Scopay. Please book 24 hours in advance to secure your child’s space - Please note credit is needed on your account in order to book sessions. If you need help booking, please call the office.

Vision Tests
Please be aware children in reception classes no longer have a vision test at school.  Children can have a vision test at any optician free till the age of 16: Eye tests for children - NHS


	Attendance & Fixed Penalty Notices
Amount Payable for a Penalty Notice and Consequences for repeat unauthorised absences
1. If you have not incurred a penalty notice relating to this child/children in a rolling 3 year period since 19 August 2024, then the penalty notice will be charged at the rate of £160.00, per parent/carer per child, if paid within 28 days. This will be reduced to £80.00 if paid within 21 days of receipt of thenotice. Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will result in Surrey County Council considering legal proceedings against you in the Magistrates Court.

2. If you have incurred a penalty notice relating to this child/children since 19 August 2024, the rolling 3 year period will be activated from the date of the first penalty notice and the second penalty notice will be charged at the flat rate of £160.00, per parent/carer per child, if paid within 28 days. There will be no reduction for payment within 21 days. Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will result in Surrey County Council considering legal proceedings against you
in the Magistrates Court.

3. If you have incurred 2 penalty notices relating to this child/children in the rolling 3 year period since the first penalty notice was issued, then you will NOT receive a third penalty notice – Surrey County Council will have no option but to consider a prosecution, per parent/carer per child, in the Magistrates Court under s 444 Education Act 1996.
Surrey County Council is not responsible for authorising pupil absence and therefore cannot withdraw any Penalty Notice requests without the written permission of the Headteacher. 
Attendance & Punctuality Policy 2024
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Vacancies:
The Echelford Primary School is recruiting: We are recruiting a Deputy Wraparound Care Manager (12 hours per week, 3pm – 6pm three afternoons per week and 7.30am - 8.30am three mornings per week), term time only (38 weeks per year). We are offering a wonderful opportunity to become an integral part of our exceptional community of children and adults. We are looking to appoint someone who wants to create a provision that is stimulating, safe, caring and creative. The right candidate will be organised and able to lead and work as part of a team and use their own initiative. For more information on these roles please see: Deputy Wraparound Care Manager







Upcoming Diary Dates
Summer Term 2026
Mon 27th Apr - Year 3 Feet First Training
Tues 28th Apr - Year 2 Class Assembly
Fri 1st May - Bee Visit Year 1 & Year 3
Fri 1st May - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home
Mon 4th May - Early May Bank Holiday - SCHOOL CLOSED
Tues 5th May - Fri 15th May - Magma Maths Competition
Tues 5th May - Year 3 Class Assembly
Tues 5th May - Resilience Workshop for parents - 2:45pm
Thur 7th May - Year 4 Bikeability
Fri 8th May - Year 2 Seaside Workshop
Fri 8th May - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home
Mon 11th May - Fri 15th May - KS2 SATs Week
Mon 11th May - Fri 15th May - Mental Health Awareness Week
Fri 15th May - Mental Health Awareness Week Coffee Morning
Fri 15th May - Year 6 - Victory Park
Fri 15th May - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home
Mon 18th May - Fri 22nd May - Walk to School Week
Mon 18th May - Year 5 Habitat Workshop
Tues 19th May - Reception Class Assembly
Tues 19th May - Singing House Competition
Wed 20th May - Year 1 St George’s Choral Festival
Wed 20th May - Year 6 Midsummer’s Night Dream at St George’s
Wed 20th May - Year 5 & 6 Girls Cricket Match
Wed 20th May - PSHE Workshop - Policy Changing Consultation
Thurs 21st May - TTRS Battle of the Houses!
Fri 22nd May - Year 5 Hampton Court Palace Trip
Fri 22nd May - Reception Growth Performance - Parents
Fri 22nd May - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home
Mon 25th May - Fri 29th May - HALF TERM
Mon 1st June - Children return to school
Mon 1st June - 5th June - Create a house team chant music/P.E. for Sports Day
Tues 2nd June - Summer Of Song at The Echelford
Thur 4th June - Year 1 Maths Challenge
Fri 5th June - Class Photos
Fri 5th June - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home
Mon 8th June - Fri 12th June - Healthy Eating Week
Mon 8th June - Fri 12th June - Create a house t-shirt design for sports day
Mon 8th June - Year 1 Windsor Castle Trip
Tues 9th June - Importance of Health and Fitness Parent Workshop
Tues 9th June - AIM High Writing Year 1 & 2
Wed 10th June - KS2 District Sports
Thur 11th June - Year 4 Maths Challenge
Thur 11th June - Year 2 Forest School at St George’s
Fri 12th June - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home
Fri 12th June - Year 1 cake & ice lolly sale
Mon 15th June - Year 2 Wisley Garden Trip
Mon 15th June - Stay, Play and Learn - Nursery 2pm - 2:45pm
Mon 15th June - Stay, Play and Learn - Reception 2pm - 3pm
Mon 15th June - Stay, Play and Learn - LAN 2:30pm - 3pm
Tues 16th June - Stay, Play and Learn - Reception 2pm - 3pm
Tues 16th June - Year 6 Trip to Thorpe Park
Wed 17th June - Sports Day
Thurs 18th June - Stay, Play and Learn - Nursery 2pm - 2:45pm
Fri 19th June - KS2 St George’s Theatre Trip
Fri 19th June - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home
Fri 26th June - Transition Coffee Morning
Fri 26th June - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home
Mon 29th June - Fri 3rd July - World Cup Countries House Competition
Tues 30th June - Year 6 Move Up Day
Wed 1st July - Year 6 Move Up Day
Thur 2nd July - Young Carers Meet Up
Thur 2nd July - LAN Chessington World of Adventure Trip
Fri 3rd July - Resilience Workshop 9am
Fri 3rd July - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home
Fri 3rd July - Year Reception cake & ice lolly sale
Mon 6th July - Fri 10th July - End of Year Quiz - House Competition
Mon 6th July - Wellbeing Ambassador Training
Mon 6th July - KS2 - The Darley Dene Expo
Wed 8th July - Year 6 - Pizza Express
Thurs 9th July - Year 6 Show
Fri 10th July - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home
Mon 13th July - Year 6 Mini Olympic at St Georges
Tues 14th July - Family Dynamo Presents: Island Glow - The Final Party
Thurs 16th July - Year 6 Leaver’s Assembly
Fri 17th July - End of term 1:00pm
Mon 20th July - INSET DAY 4
Tues 21st July - INSET DAY 5

Term Dates 2026 - 2027
Autumn Term
Tues 1st Sept - INSET DAY 1
Wed 2nd Sept - INSET DAY 2
Thurs 3rd Sept - Children return to school
Fri 16th Oct - End of term - normal time
Mon 19th Oct - Fri 30th Oct - Half term (two weeks)
Mon 2nd Nov - Children return to school
Fri 18th Dec - End of term 1:00pm

Spring Term 2027
Tues 5th Jan - INSET DAY 3
Wed 6th Jan - Children return to school
Fri 12th Feb - End of term - normal time
Mon 15th Feb - Fri 19th Feb - Half term
Mon 22nd Feb - Children return to school
Thurs 25th Mar - End of term 1:00pm

Summer Term 2027
Mon 12th Apr - Children return to school
Fri 28th May - End of term - normal time
Mon 31st May - Fri 4th Jun - Half term
Mon 7th Jun - Children return to school
Tues 20th Jul - End of term 1:00pm
Wed 21st - INSET DAY 4
Thurs 22nd Jul - INSET DAYKind regards 
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Zoe Devonport
Headteacher 
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Transitions
The importance
of transitions in
children's lives
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Darley Dene Primary School
Penalty Notice and Fines

Changes effective 19/08/24

SECOND OFFENCE
. (WITHIN 3 YEARS)
Y ) The second time a Penalty Notice is issued for term time leave or
/~) irregular attendance the amount will be:
£160 per parent per child if paid within 28 days.
No reduced rate will be offered.

THIRD OFFENCE AND ANY FURTHER OFFENCES

(WITHIN 3 YEARS)

The third time an offence is committed for term time leave or
p ) irregular attendance a Penalty Notice will not be issued, and the
¢ ) case will be presented straight to the Magistrates' Court

Magistrates fines can be up to £2500 per parent, per child.

Cases found guilty in Magistrates' Court can show on a parent's

future DBS certificate, due to failure to safeguard a child's

education.

10 SESSIONS (5 DAYS) OF UNAUTHORISED ABSENCE IN A 10-WEEK PERIOD
Penalty Notice Fines will be considered when there has been 10 sessions of
unauthorised absence in a 10-week period.
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Are you new to the area?

Are you looking for a
place now or in the future?

You are invited to our
DARLEY DENE PRIMARY

NURSERY & RECEPTION
OPEN MORNING

3
cé SATURDAY 6™ JUNE 2026

\ COME WITH YOUR CHILD

g FOR A STAY & PLAY SESSION BETWEEN
10:00am - 11:30am
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Citizens Advice Drop-In Service

(108 Runnymede
EL YT & Spelthorne

May 2026

Citizens Advice will be available at the following locations, no appointment necessary

Ashford Library Tues 10am - 12pm 12" May
Church Rd, Ashford TW15 2XB 26" May
Addlestone Baptist Church Tues 10am - 12pm 5% May

5 Crouch Oak Lane, Addlestone, KT15 2AN

Chertsey Weds 10am - 12pm 6" May
Beacon / Revive Coffee, 95 Guildford Street, Chertsey, 20" May
KT16 9AS 270 May *
Egham Mon 10am - 12pm 18" May

Virginia Lodge, 68A Station Road, Egham TW20 9LF

Englefield Green Village Centre Tues/Weds 12" May 10am - 12pm *
68 Victoria Street, Englefield Green, TW20 0QX 27% May 1pm - 3pm
Staines Library Mon 10am - 12pm 1% May
Elmsleigh Centre, Staines, TW18 4QB 18 May
Stanwell Fri 10am - 12pm 8" May
Stanwell Events, The Community Building, Cordelia Park, 227 May

Stanwell, TW19 7ER

Sunbury Mon 10am - 12pm 1% May
st. Saviour's Church, Vicarage Road, Sunbury TW16 7TP 18 May
Woking Thurs 10am - 12pm 21%May

St Andrew’s Church, Goldsworth Park, Woking GU21 3LG

* Dates noted with  star are Commanity Hub Drop-i events in conjunction with Citzens Advics, Catalyst Mental Heslth Suppert and Homestart
Bunnymeds and Weking * Referrols to Citizens Advice are avoilable o other Runnyrmede and Spelthorne Food Bank acotions —please askat the Food
Bank. Please note that Drop-i serice i limited to 15 mintesofnitial exploatory advice and we are unabe to complete forms such as IP t these
sessions. I further, more detaled advic orform fllng is required, you willbe offered  telephone appointment. We apologise i you have to queue
ot busy times, please respect oursoff and volunteers. Our queue will cose 15 minutes before the pubished fnish ime. f you'e been unable to btoin
advice atour Outreach session, you'l be offered elephone appointment. Dotes corect at time ofpublshing but subect o amendment a short notic.

Our freephone Adviceline is open Monday - Friday 10am to 4pm (exc. pubic hofdays)

0808 250 5706

orguk/ pe
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NEW SERVICE IN SURREY

INCOME MAXIMISATION

ADVICE FOR CARERS

This is a free and confidential service

We can advise on:

o Welfare Benefits
o Debt

o Energy Advice

¢ Income maximisation options

 Social Care funding

citizens

advice Surrey

WWW.SWru.org

Charity Registration Number 1128180
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Kids Classés (ages 7 - 16)
Tuesdays 5pm - 6pm

£5per lesson
wadokaratechertsey@gmail.com
(free trialforbeginners)

at: The River Bourne Club,
Heriot Road, Chertsey

(Allinstructors carry
insurances
& are DBS checked)

SHIKUKAI
KARATE DO
INTERNATINAL

shikukai.com
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Empowering success through a strong and respectful home- school

W Q 01932 847674

9 office.darleydene@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk
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