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We began the week with our Local Governing Body meeting after school on Monday. These 

meetings provide an important opportunity to reflect on the term so far and discuss the 
progress we are making towards our whole-school priorities. Our governors play a vital role 

in supporting the school, and we are currently looking for a parent governor to join the team. 

If this is something you might be interested in, please do come and speak to me on the 
playground as I would be happy to share more information. 

This week many of our staff have also been out of school attending professional 

development, including subject-specific training, visits to our Trust schools and further 
qualifications they are working towards. Ongoing training is an important part of developing 

our teaching and curriculum, and staff will be considering how their learning can best be 
brought back into the school to benefit the children. 

A small reminder about the importance of drop-off and collection times. These moments are 
key opportunities for children to connect with you whether it is that final goodbye in the 

morning or sharing something about their day at the end of it. Being present and available in 
these moments can make a real difference and provides valuable time for conversation and 
reassurance. 

On Monday, Mr Markham also launched how we would be celebrating British Science Week in 

assembly. He encouraged the children to think about what the world might look like if people 
stopped asking questions and exploring ideas. Over the week, they also challenged some of 

the stereotypes that can exist within science, helping children to see that science is for 
everyone. You can read more below about how we celebrated and explored science across 
the school this week. 

Many of our children also had the opportunity to deepen their RE learning by attending an 

Easter Experience at St Paul’s Church, which was organised by Mrs McIsaac. Visits within our 
local community are always incredibly valuable. The children enjoy them greatly, and they 
help to strengthen their sense of belonging and connection to the community around them. 

I recognise that some members of our community may have family or loved ones affected by 

the ongoing conflict in the Middle East. If this is something that is impacting you or your 
family, please remember that our Home School Link Worker, Catherine Webb is available to 
offer support, even if it is simply a listening ear. 

Eid Mubarak to everyone celebrating next week. Wishing you and your families a joyful and 
peaceful Eid. 

Headteacher’s Message 
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Time to talk 
Understanding what makes children and young people feel happy, safe, and loved helps us 

support their wellbeing and build resilience when challenges arise. This half term, we will be 

focusing on Questions to Understand Their Positive Feelings, sharing weekly prompts to 
help guide meaningful conversations at home and nurture those positive emotions. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 Inclusion Update: The Importance of Transition in Children’s Lives 

Children experience many transitions throughout their day, from arriving at school in the morning 

to moving between lessons and preparing to go home. While these changes may seem small, they 
can sometimes feel challenging. Supporting transitions helps children feel secure, reduces anxiety, 

and builds confidence and resilience. 
 

In school, we support transitions by: 

• Keeping clear and consistent routines so children know what to expect. 

• Using visual timetables and reminders to show what is happening during the day. 

• Giving countdowns or warnings before an activity changes. 

• Using “now and next” language to help children understand what they are doing and what is coming next. 

• Providing adult reassurance and check-ins where needed. 
 

At home, you can support transitions by: 

• Establishing predictable morning and evening routines. 

• Talking to your child about what is coming up in the day so they feel prepared. 

• Putting your distractions away where possible, such as devices, during key transition times like getting ready for 

school. 

• After school, encouraging your child to talk about their day, sharing something they enjoyed or found 
challenging. 

 
By working together to support transitions at school and at home, we can help children feel calm, prepared, and ready 

to learn. 
 

Monthly Wellbeing Update 

This month’s theme is sleep. On Friday 13 th March its World Sleep Day with the theme Sleep 
Well, Live Better. Quality sleep is essential for children’s growth, development, concentration and 

learning. It makes them less likely to become unwell and also makes them better behaved! For 
both adults and children good sleep can improve mental health and wellbeing. 

 

This month’s challenge: Take some time to make your sleep health a priority. 
Ideas to get started: 

➢ Maintain a regular sleep schedule.  
➢ Create a relaxing environment for sleep.  

 

Please see the link for more information on ways to improve sleep: Improve your sleep   
If you require support with your child’s sleep you can contact the National Sleep Helpline: 

03303 530 541 or Catherine Webb (Home School Link Worker) 
 

Where can I go to for mental health support? 
For children: 

o Childline Call us on 0800 1111 

o Mental health crisis line free 0800 915 4644. 

  
What helps you explain your ideas  

or feelings in lessons? 

For Adults: 

o call Samaritans on 116 123 

o text SHOUT to 85258 

http://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/types-of-mental-health-problems/sleep-problems/tips-to-improve-your-sleep/
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Young Carers Action Day 2026 
Wednesday 11 March was young carers action day with 

the theme ‘Fair Futures for Young Carers’. The day called 

for action to ensure young carers have the same 
opportunities to learn, grow and thrive as their peers, 

with the right recognition, support and chances to reach 
their potential.  Throughout the week we increased the 

children’s awareness of what a young carer is through a 

whole school assembly and in class activities.  The young 
carers met up and made some easter creations whilst 

they talked about what they wanted to be when they 
grew up and the support they may need to get there.   

 

If you think your child is a young carer and may benefit from further support, please contact our young carer 
champions (Catherine Webb, Mrs Jones and Miss De Gouveia), or visit Surrey Young Carers who support children from 

Year 1 upwards. Young Carers U18  
 

Reading 
A massive thank you to everyone for your support and kind comments about Book Week. It was wonderful to see the 

whole school come together to celebrate reading, and the enthusiasm from our children made the week incredibly 

special. 
 

We were delighted to receive some lovely feedback from our visitors. The team at Addlestone Library shared: “Just a 
quick note to say how much we enjoyed hosting the class visits this week. The students all behaved beautifully and it 
was a real joy to see their enthusiasm for books and the library.” 
 
We also received a wonderful message from visiting author Ellie Pulze, who said: “Your Key Stage One children were 
such a credit to the school – curious, engaged and full of great questions. What a joy it was to spend time with them 
and share my story, as well as talk with them more generally about being an author. I hope they enjoyed it as much as 
I did.” 
 

We are incredibly proud of our children for representing the school so positively throughout the week and for showing 

such a genuine love of reading. Thank you again to everyone who helped make Book Week such a memorable success. 
 

Maths 

       Welcome to the "Maths Edition" of Jokes!       

Having fun with Maths makes it enjoyable! When we play with numbers and patterns, we build the confidence to tackle 

the tricky stuff. 
 

To celebrate the lighter side of learning, we challenge every child (and parent!) to become a "Maths Comedian" this 

week. See if you can tell at least one maths joke a day for the next seven days. Can you make your teacher laugh, or 
perhaps make your family groan with a "punny" one-liner? 

 
Have fun, stay curious, and keep counting! 

 

1. Question: Why was the number 6 afraid of 7? 
Answer: Because 7, 8 (ate), 9! 
2. Question: Why should you never argue with a 90° angle? 
Answer: Because they are always right! 
3. Question: Why was the maths book so unhappy? 
Answer: Because it had too many problems. 
4. Question: What do you call a man who spent all summer at the beach? 

Answer: A tan-gent! 
5. Question: What is a bird’s favorite type of maths? 

Answer: Owl-gebra! 

https://www.actionforcarers.org.uk/who-we-help/young-carers-under-18/
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6. Question: How do you stay warm in a cold classroom? 
Answer: Stand in the corner - it’s always 90 degrees! 
7. Teacher: Why are you doing your multiplication on the floor? 

Student: Because you told us we aren't allowed to use tables! 
 

Dynamos 
We are excited to introduce The Darley Dene Dynamo Dispatch — our brand-new pupil newsletter. Each term, five 

Dynamos will take on the roles of journalists and publishers. They will interview staff and share their unique insights 

into life as a pupil at Darley Dene, working together to represent the voice of the children in our school community. 
The newsletter will also: 

 

•  Celebrate pupil achievements 

• Share experiences from across the school 

• Offer book recommendations 
 

Watch this space as the Spring issue will be released Friday 20th March 2026. ✨  

 
Family Dynamos 

The Family Dynamos are back with two egg-citing events on Tuesday 24th March: 

 
• EYFS & KS1 Easter Crafts Afternoon: 3.20–4.20 pm 

• KS2 Easter Games Night: 4.30–5.30 pm 
 

Tickets are available for these events on SCOpay at £2 per child.  
We need lots of helping hands to make these events sparkle! If you are able to support, please let the Office know. 

The next Family Dynamo meeting will be on Wednesday 18th March 2026 at 9.00am  

 
House Points 

 
 

 

 
Comic Relief – Friday 20th March 

We will be supporting Comic Relief on Friday 20th March. Children are invited to add a splash of red to their usual 
school uniform – for example, red hair accessories, red socks, or a red cardigan. A voluntary £1 donation can be made 

to help support Comic Relief. We can’t wait to see the school full of red! 
 

P.E. 

Runneymede community games 
We would like to remind parents about the 

Runnymede Community Games, which offer 
free sporting clubs and extra-curricular 

activities for children in the local area. These 

sessions are a fantastic opportunity for children 
to try new sports, stay active, build confidence 

and make new friends in the community. If you 
haven’t already done so, please check whether 

you have signed your child up. 

 
Yr 6 Netball Rally Tuesday 17th March 

Our Year 6 netball team have been working 
incredibly hard in their training sessions and are 

very excited to represent the school at the 
Netball Rally next Tuesday. We wish them the 

 

 
49  

 
74  

 
72 



 

 

Spring Term 2                                                                                                                               13th March 2026 

 

best of luck and are proud of the effort and teamwork they have been showing. 
 

ESFA National School Football Week w/b 23rd March 

Looking ahead, we are also getting ready for National School Football Week, which begins Monday 23rd March. We 
have lots of exciting activities planned for the children throughout the week, so stay tuned for updates! 

 
As part of the celebrations, Thursday 26th March will be “Dress Like an Athlete” Day. Children are welcome to come 

dressed as their favourite athlete. If they would prefer not to dress up, they can simply come to school wearing their 

P.E. kit. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Football Kit Donations 

We are currently looking for donations of football boots and shin pads for our school football teams. If you have any 
pre-loved items in good condition that your child has outgrown, we would be very grateful for any donations. Please 

send them into the school office. 
 

Year 5 Football Tournament 

Our Year 5 team will also be taking part in a football tournament on Thursday 26th March. The children have been 
training hard and we wish them the best of luck representing Darley Dene! 

 
It’s shaping up to be a really exciting few weeks of sport at school! 

 

RE 
With Easter approaching, Keay Stage 2 took the opportunity to travel to St Paul’s church and attend the Easter 

Experience there. We were guided through different interactive stations where children were able to learn more about 
the biblical story of Easter. 

It was a valuable opportunity for the pupils to reflect, ask questions and deepen their understanding of why Easter is an 
important event in the Christian calendar. We would like to thank St Paul;s church for welcoming us and for organising 

such a thoughtful and enjoyable experience for our children! 
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Oracy Celebration  
All of our children are enjoying the opportunity to earn one of the certificates. Well done to all the children who have 

already been successful and good luck to everyone else for the coming weeks. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Messages from the School Office 

Communication to Parents  

The majority of communication to parents from the school is made via Email or Text Messages for important updates 
and information.  If you are not receiving emails or text messages from the school please contact the Office to check 

that we have all your correct contact details.   
 

Pupil Premium/FSM  
Have your circumstances changed? You may qualify for your child to have free school meals and 

other benefits under the Pupil Premium/FSM scheme from Surrey County Council. Scan the QR code 

to check. 
 

Breakfast and After School Club 
Breakfast and ASC are bookable via Scopay. Please book 24 hours in advance to secure your child’s space - Please note 

credit is needed on your account in order to book sessions. If you need help booking, please call the office. 

 
 

 
 

Timestables Rockstars  

Janani, Aya, Jayden 
 

 

Oracy 

Champions 
Ayan 

Sorayah 
Jayleen 

Jienna 
Jacinta 

Caesar 

 
 

Sports Stars 

  
Priscilla 

Leo M 

Andrei C 
Mia H 

Sophia 
Jasmine 

 
 

Jigsaw 
 

Lucia 
Eslem 

Graham 
Reuben 

Aya 

Srisajini 
 

 

Maths 

 
Miles 

Noah LA 
Kaeylinn 

Gizem 

Lukas 
Alan 

Mia M 
 

Writing 
Mateo 

Bella 
Illyria 

Marya 
Eleigh 

Ayaana 
Yusuf Y 

Ameerah 

 

Gold Leaves 
Congratulations to the children who earned a Gold Leaf this week. This could be for an exemplary piece of work, an over 

and above gesture of kindness, showing responsibility, perseverance, determination or other positive trait etc. 
LAN Centre: Priscilla 

Nursery: Lota, Hannah 

Reception: Rhuno, Mahadev, Kayden 
Year 1: Tamari, Eslem, Roman 

Year 2: Noah M, Isabella, Leo 
Year 3: Reuben, Leelou, Tyler, Janani 

Year 4: Tyler, Andrei 
Year 5: Jordan 

Year 6: Olaf 
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Vacancies: 
Saxon Primary School is recruiting: We are looking to recruit a Higher-Level Teaching Assistant with a passion for 

creating lifelong learners, committed to inclusion and equality and has a high expectation of themselves and every child. 

Working Hours: 3 days (days to be determined), 18 hours per week, 8.30am to 3.15pm. 45 minute unpaid break. 39 
weeks a year (term time plus one week). This role is a fixed term position until 31st August 2026. 

For more information on these roles please see: Fixed Term Higher Level Teaching Assistant 
 

Riverbridge Primary School is recruiting: We are seeking to appoint a highly motivated, proactive, skilled and 

reliable individual to take on the role of Office Assistant in our busy school office. 
This is an exciting opportunity for anyone wishing to be part of a dedicated, fast paced team where you can make a 

real difference to our children. Riverbridge Primary School is a three-form entry primary school, with a diverse 
catchment and a strong team spirit. For further information please visit: School Office Assistant    

 

Lumen Learning Trust is recruiting: An exciting opportunity has arisen for a part-time Finance Manager to work as 
a member of the finance team. The post will be based at Saxon Primary School in Shepperton and is a permanent, part-

time role - 15 hrs per week to be worked over 3 days/ 38 weeks per year. Under the direction of the Head of Finance, 
the Finance Manager will provide accurate financial reporting, compliance with financial regulations and strategic 

financial support.  
If you have experience of financial management, ideally within the education sector, but more crucially, are professional 

in your approach, possess strong financial skills and are tenacious in your desire to make a lasting personal contribution 

to our children's lives, we want to hear from you. For further information please visit: Part-time Finance Manager  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Attendance & Fixed Penalty Notices 
Amount Payable for a Penalty Notice and Consequences for 
repeat unauthorised absences 
1. If you have not incurred a penalty notice relating to this 
child/children in a rolling 3 year period since 19 August 2024, then 
the penalty notice will be charged at the rate of £160.00, per 
parent/carer per child, if paid within 28 days. This will be reduced 
to £80.00 if paid within 21 days of receipt of thenotice. Failure to pay 
the Penalty Notice will result in Surrey County Council considering 
legal proceedings against you in the Magistrates Court. 
 
2. If you have incurred a penalty notice relating to this child/children 
since 19 August 2024, the rolling 3 year period will be activated from 
the date of the first penalty notice and the second penalty notice will 
be charged at the flat rate of £160.00, per parent/carer per 
child, if paid within 28 days. There will be no reduction for payment 
within 21 days. Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will result in Surrey 
County Council considering legal proceedings against you 
in the Magistrates Court. 
 
3. If you have incurred 2 penalty notices relating to this 
child/children in the rolling 3 year period since the first penalty 
notice was issued, then you will NOT receive a third penalty notice – 
Surrey County Council will have no option but to consider a 
prosecution, per parent/carer per child, in the Magistrates Court 
under s 444 Education Act 1996. 
Surrey County Council is not responsible for authorising 
pupil absence and therefore cannot withdraw any Penalty 
Notice requests without the written permission of the 
Headteacher.  
Attendance & Punctuality Policy 2024 

 
 

https://www.eteach.com/job/fixed-term-higher-level-teaching-assistant-1537053
https://www.eteach.com/job/school-office-assistant-1536666
https://www.eteach.com/job/finance-manager-1536888
https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1308&type=pdf
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Upcoming Diary Dates 
Term Dates 2025 - 2026 

Spring Term 2026 

16th Mar - 20th Mar -  Houses Poetry Competition 
Tues 17th Mar - Year 4 Class Asembly 

Tues 17th Mar - Year 6 Netball Rally 
Tues 17th Mar - Stay, Play & Learn Reception - 2pm - 3pm 

Thur 18th Mar - Family Dynamo Meeting 

Fri 20th - Mar - Resilience Workshop for parents - Behaviour & Growth Mindset - 8:45am 
Fri 20th Mar - Comic Relief Day 

Mon 23rd -27th Mar - National School Football Week 
Mon 23rd - Year 1 Trip to Blue Diamond Weybridge Garden Centre 

Tues 24th Mar - Year 6 Class Assembly 

Tues 24th Mar - EYFS & KS1 Easter Craft Afternoon 3:30pm-4:15pm 
Tues 24th Mar - KS2 Easter Games Night 4:30pm-5:30pm 

Thur 26th Mar - Dress Up as an Athlete - Whole School 
Thur 26th Mar - Florence Nightingale Workshop 

Fri 27th Mar - End of term 1:00pm 
 

Summer Term 2026 

Mon 13th Apr - Children return to school 
Tues 14th Apr - Multiplication Tables Check - Year 4 - parent talk - 8:45am and 2:45pm 

Thur 16th Apr - Sportability Event 
Fri 17th Apr - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home 

Fri 17th Apr - Year 2 cake & ice lolly sale 

Tues 21st Apr - Year 1 Class Assembly 
Thur 23rd Apr - Year 1 Phonics Screening Check - Parents Meeting 

Fri 24th Apr - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home 
Mon 27th Apr - Year 3 Feet First Training 

Tues 28th Apr - Year 2 Class Assembly 
Fri 1st May - Bee Visit Year 1 & Year 3 

Fri 1st May - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home 

Mon 4th May - Early May Bank Holiday - SCHOOL CLOSED 
Tues 5th May - Year 3 Class Assembly 

Tues 5th May - Resilience Workshop for parents - 2:45pm 
Wed 6th May - Year 4 Handball Competition 

Thur 7th May - Year 4 Bikeability 

Fri 8th May - Year 2 Seaside Workshop 
Fri 8th May - Year 4 Bikeability 

Fri 8th May - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home 
Mon 11th May - Fri 15th May - KS2 SATs Week 

Fri 15th May - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home 

Mon 18th May - Year 5 Habitat Workshop 
Tues 19th May - Reception Class Assembly 

Wed 20th May - Year 1 St George’s Choral Festival 
Wed 20th May - Year 5 & 6 Girls Cricket Match 

Fri 22nd May - Year 5 Hampton Court Palace Trip 
Fri 22nd May - Reception Growth Performance - Parents 

Fri 22nd May - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home 

Mon 25th May - Fri 29th May - HALF TERM 
Mon 1st June - Children return to school 

Tues 2nd June - Summer Of Song  at The Echelford 
Thur 4th June - Year 1 Maths Challenge 

Fri 5th June - Class Photos 

Fri 5th June - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home 
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Mon 8th June - Fri 12th June - Healthy Eating Week 
Mon 8th June - Year 1 Windsor Castle Trip 

Tues 9th June - Importance of Health and Fitness Parent Workshop 

Wed 10th June - KS2 District Sports 
Thur 11th June - Year 4b Maths Challenge 

Thur 11th June - Year 2 Forest School at St George’s 
Fri 12th June - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home 

Fri 12th June - Year 1 cake & ice lolly sale 

Mon 15th June - Year 2 Wisley Garden Trip 
Mon 15th June - Stay, Play and Learn - Nursery 2pm - 2:45pm 

Mon 15th June - Stay, Play and Learn - Reception 2pm - 3pm 
Mon 15th June - Stay, Play and Learn - LAN 2:30pm - 3pm 

Tues 16th June - Stay, Play and Learn - Reception 2pm - 3pm 

Wed 17th June - Sports Day 
Thurs 18th June - Stay, Play and Learn - Nursery 2pm - 2:45pm 

Fri 19th June - KS2 St George’s Theatre Trip 
Fri 19th June - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home 

Fri 19th June - Transition Coffee Morning 
Fri 26th June - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home 

Tues 30th June - Year 6 Move Up Day 

Wed 1st Jul - Year 6 Move Up Day 
Thur 2nd Jul - Young Carers Meet Up 

Thur 2nd Jul - LAN Chessington World of Adventure Trip 
Fri 3rd Jul - Resilience Workshop 9am 

Fri 3rd Jul - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home 

Fri 3rd July - Year Reception cake & ice lolly sale 
Fri 10th Jul - Year 3 Visit to St Augustine’s Care Home 

Mon 13th Jul - Year 6 Mini Olympic at St Georges 
Fri 17th July - End of term 1:00pm 

Mon 20th July - INSET DAY 4 
Tues 21st July - INSET DAY 5 

 

Term Dates 2026 - 2027 
Autumn Term 

Tues 1st Sept - INSET DAY 1 
Wed 2nd Sept - INSET DAY 2 

Thurs 3rd Sept - Children return to school 

Fri 16th Oct - End of term - normal time 
Mon 19th Oct - Fri 30th Oct - Half term (two weeks) 

Mon 2nd Nov - Children return to school 
Fri 18th Dec - End of term 1:00pm 

 

Spring Term 2027 
Tues 5th Jan - INSET DAY 3 

Wed 6th Jan - Children return to school 
Fri 12th Feb - End of term - normal time 

Mon 15th Feb - Fri 19th Feb - Half term 
Mon 22nd Feb - Children return to school 

Thurs 25th Mar - End of term 1:00pm 

 
Summer Term 2027 

Mon 12th Apr - Children return to school 
Fri 28th May - End of term - normal time 

Mon 31st May - Fri 4th Jun - Half term 

Mon 7th Jun - Children return to school 
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Tues 20th Jul - End of term 1:00pm 
Wed 21st - INSET DAY 4 

Thurs 22nd Jul - INSET DAY 5 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Kind regards  

 
Zoe Devonport 

Headteacher  
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