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This week we celebrated Book Week, including World Book Day, Author Visits, Library Trips and our
Bedtime Stories event on Wednesday evening. It was wonderful to welcome 88 children and their
families into school to share stories together. The feedback from families has been overwhelmingly
positive. Thank you to all the staff who embraced the week with such enthusiasm and helped create
such a special time for the children.

Our Key Stage 2 children have also represented the school brilliantly at two events this week. A group
performed at the Surrey Primary Singing Festival, singing their hearts out in front of a very large
audience, and another group wowed the crowd at the Dance Festival with a high-energy pirate
performance. These opportunities help broaden our children’s experiences and build their confidence,
and it is something we are incredibly proud to offer at Darley Dene. You can find photos and more
details from these events below and on our Facebook page.

Please also take a moment to check the dates for upcoming events further down the newsletter — we
would love to see as many families as possible join us. ' LAN Centre A

A quick reminder about morning drop-off. The playground gates are open between 8:30am and
8:50am. During this time, the school office should not be used as an entrance, as the staff team are
supporting the safe arrival of children and managing the site while it is open. Registers are taken
promptly at 8:50am, so it is important that children arrive on time. Being punctual helps children settle
into the day calmly, ensures they do not miss important learning time and supports them in developing
positive routines.

Finally, please see the important update below from the Board of Directors. Have a wonderful
weekend.

Dear Parents,
We are writing to announce that Mrs. Mary Ellen McCarthy, Executive Principal and Founder of the
Lumen Learning Trust, will be retiring, effective December 31st 2026, after 40 years of public service.

Mrs. McCarthy has served our Lumen school communities with distinction since she founded the Trust
in 2013. We thank her for the dedication and leadership that has guided and strengthened our schools
and her commitment to inclusive education and academic excellence.

While we will miss Mrs. McCarthy’s exceptional leadership, we are thrilled for her as she embarks on a
well-deserved retirement.

The Board of Directors has already begun the recruitment process for a new Executive Principal to
ensure a seamless transition and continuity of leadership. News on the successful outcome of the
process will be shared with families by your school leaders towards the end of the current academic
year.

Jo Roberts, Chair of Directors
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ECERS Feedback

We were delighted to receive fantastic feedback from the ECERS Surrey Interactions Project earlier this week, which
has been taking place in Nursery since September. The ECERS team were particularly impressed by the high-quality
interactions, the dedication of the Nursery staff, and the welcoming learning environment they have created. The
setting continues to provide a rich and engaging learning environment that supports children’s development through a
wide range of experiences. Recent enhancements, including a new doctors’ role-play area and improved outdoor
resources, offer exciting opportunities for children to develop their language, imagination, and physical skills. Staff were
observed engaging closely with children, introducing new vocabulary, using books and songs to extend learning, and
encouraging sensory exploration through activities such as mud play. Calm and sociable snack times, strong
supervision, and sensitive support for children’s feelings and interactions further highlighted the nurturing environment
that supports children’s wellbeing and progress. Well done to everyone involved — a wonderful achievement.

Time to talk

Understanding what makes children and young people feel happy, safe, and loved helps us e 1
support their wellbeing and build resilience when challenges arise. This half term, we will be Language is a
focusing on Questions to Understand Their Positive Feelings, sharing weekly prompts to ‘c’grf;‘n’:‘ufggjtfsn

help guide meaningful conversations at home and nurture those positive emotions.

What helps you feel listened to at home? How do . . ®
you know when someone at home is really ®
listening to you? \_ﬁl
Stay, Play and Learn

EYFS will be running Spring Stay, Play and Learn sessions in a few weeks. Emails have been sent home with further
information on. The children are always very excited welcoming their grown ups into the class, we look forward to
welcoming families into school.

Please see the dates of these session and sign up links below:

Nursery - Monday 9" March 2.15pm - 2.45pm or Thursday 12" March 2.15pm - 2.45pm Book here

LAN - Wednesday 11t March 2.30pm - 3pm - Please speak to Miss Lawson & Miss Nhambure to book your session
Reception - Tuesday 10™ March 2pm - 3pm or Wednesday 11™ March 2pm - 3pm Book here

Inclusion Update:

Efﬂ;ﬂi"? Nurture Principle. Learning: Children’s Learning is Understood Developmentally
learning s Children develop at different rates, and this can influence how they learn, manage emotions,
understood and approach challenges. Understanding where a child is developmentally helps adults

SRR provide the right support so they can feel confident and successful.

In school:

Teachers adapt learning through high-quality teaching, scaffolding tasks, and breaking learning into manageable steps.
Visual supports, pre-teaching vocabulary, and additional modelling help children access the curriculum at their stage of
development.

At home:

Families can help by celebrating effort rather than perfection, recognising small achievements, and encouraging children
to keep trying when something feels difficult. Talking together about successes, displaying work your child is proud of,
and asking reflective questions such as “What helped you solve that?” can help children see that learning is a process
and that progress happens over time.

Maths
To celebrate Book Week, we're proving that stories and math are the perfect pair. Whether it's counting scales or
measuring giants, math is hidden in the pages of our favorite tales! Visit Addlestone Library to keep an eye out for
these mathematical book gems and escape into the stories! (Poster attached at the end of this newsletter)
¥ -,
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Reading

What an amazing Book Week we have had! It has been wonderful to see our school filled with excitement about
reading, stories and books all week long.

We began the week with a whole-school assembly on Monday before children designed their own Bedtime Stories
invitations during art and started planning their class reading dens. There were also fantastic virtual author events, with
Year 3 and 4 meeting Tom Gates and Reception and Year 1 enjoying the Lovely Little Ladybirds, alongside our popular
Pre-Loved Book Giveaway.

On Tuesday, the excitement continued with Year 6 meeting Kamizen and Year 2 taking part in Double Drama, as well
as classes enjoying their library visits. Wednesday was packed with even more book-themed fun, including an author
visit from Ellie Pulze for KS1 and our brilliant Outdoor Reading Carousel. Children took part in activities such as the
Reading Den Retreat, Forest Story Builders, Word Hunt Tagtivate Challenge, Character Freeze-Frame Drama, Sentence
Builder Trail, and a Story Map Adventure. In the evening, families joined us for our wonderful Bedtime Stories event,
where children enjoyed listening to stories, relaxing in cosy reading spaces and sharing a hot chocolate and biscuit with
friends and family.

On World Book Day, children took part in our creative Dress Up as a Word challenge and enjoyed a special assembly
before finishing the day with the exciting Teacher Reading Race, where teachers visited different classes to share
stories. Year 5 also joined a virtual author talk for Bonehead.

We ended the week with further library visits, ensuring every class had the chance to explore and enjoy new books.

A huge thank you to all the staff, families and children who helped make this week such a fantastic celebration of
reading. It has been wonderful to see such enthusiasm for books across the whole school!

Spring Term 2 6™ March 2026



Music

The Darley Dene Choir took part in the Surrey Arts SWinging
Festival at Dorking Halls this Monday. It was the culmination of 6
months of hard work from our choir learning all 10 songs, as well
as sign language and body percussion. We are incredibly proud
of the students who took part and can't wait for more
performances in the future!

P.E.

Year 3 Dance Festival

On Thursday, our Year 3 children proudly represented Darley Dene at the ERPSSA Dance Festival at Notre Dame
Primary School. The children performed an energetic pirate-themed dance to Pirates of the Caribbean, featuring strong
marching movements, dramatic pirate poses and coordinated group formations to match the powerful music.

They showed fantastic teamwork, enthusiasm and confidence throughout their performance. We are incredibly proud of
their hard work, dedication and the way they represented our school. Well done to all of the children involved!

Year 6 Netball Competition

We are also very excited for the Year 6 Netball Rally next week. The team has been training hard, learning their
different positions and practising their passing, shooting and teamwork skills. We wish them the best of luck as they
represent Darley Dene and look forward to hearing how they get on!

Football Kit Donations

We are currently looking for donations of football boots and shin pads for our school football teams. If you have any
pre-loved items in good condition that your child has outgrown, we would be very grateful for any donations. Please
send them into the school office.

Year 5 Football Tournament
Our Year 5 team will also be taking part in a football tournament on Thursday 26th March. The children have been
training hard and we wish them the best of luck representing Darley Dene!

Vo,
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Surrey Community Games 2026 ;
We are excited to share the attached 5\*‘“‘ s"“@%
poster with families about the Surrey 2 SURREY * e

COMMUNITY Starts Saturday 18™ April, 10.40am-11.40am

Community Games 2026, a fantastic GAMES e e e
opportunity for children to try new sports 2026 ezt

for free and develop their confidence and MRS

skills. The children had a fantastic and

immersive assembly on it last week and
are eager to join sports clubs. The
programme offers at least six weeks of e et s o i b B
free coachindfeeda el i T T A e ol e s o A ke

sports clubs in activities such as dance,

Any questions please email sport@runnymede.gov.uk or call 01932 425677

y s the
rently part of a club to get active,

Starts Saturday 18® April, 3.30pm-4.20pm
The Core Dojo, Green Rd, Virginia Water, Egham TW20 8QL

Judo Girls

judo, tennis, hockey, girls’ football and oo e oy T e
. apye . Sl wportie s oaskine The Core Dojo, Green Rd, Virginia Water, Egham TW20 8QL.
basketball. It is a brilliant opportunity for Rt gk s o it 300 ok e i

Basketball

Children WhO may not already be part Of a ;:::::u::nmoun_und(he;:;::x:r:mminin;yau‘u;umumnzuunmm :::&::;;‘;:Zi’m’mwm
sports club to get active, learn something
new and make new friends. Families can

Gogmore Farm Park, Curfew Boll Rd, Chertsey, KT16 9FG

)
Register at: www.runnymede.gov.uk/SCG

register their interest online and find . P Runnymede s

further details using the information on e Runnymede .4 SPELTHORNE X owocon coren 295
SPELTﬂQHNE BOROUGH COUNCIL 4ot

the poster.

House Competitions

This half term, we are excited to launch a series of House Competitions for our students:
e Science — Week beginning 9th March
e Poetry — Week beginning 16th March
e Football — Week beginning 23rd March

These house competitions are an important and valued part of school life. They provide wonderful opportunities for
teamwork, creativity and healthy competition, while allowing students to earn valuable points for their houses. We look
forward to sharing more details and celebrating their achievements with you very soon.

House Points
. a8 [ 62 . 63

Dynamos

We are excited to introduce The Darley Dene Dynamo Dispatch — our brand-new pupil newsletter.

Each term, five Dynamos will take on the roles of journalists and publishers. They will interview staff and share their
unique insights into life as a pupil at Darley Dene, working together to represent the voice of the children in our school
community.

The newsletter will also:
Celebrate pupil achievements
Share experiences from across the school
Offer book recommendations

Watch this space as the Spring issue will be released Friday 20th March 2026.

Family Dynamos
The Family Dynamos are back with two egg-citing events on Tuesday 24th March:

e EYFS & KS1 Easter Crafts Afternoon: 3.20—4.20 pm
e KS2 Easter Games Night: 4.30-5.30 pm

Vo,

4

Spring Term 2 6™ March 2026



We need lots of helping hands to make these events sparkle! If you are able to support, please let the Office know.
The next Family Dynamo meeting will be on Wednesday 18th March 2026 at 2.30pm.

Comic Relief — Friday 20th March

We will be supporting Comic Relief on Friday 20th March. Children are invited to add a splash of red to their usual
school uniform — for example, red hair accessories, red socks, or a red cardigan. A voluntary £1 donation can be made
to help support Comic Relief. We can't wait to see the school full of red!

Young Carers Action Day 2026

Young Carers Action Day 2026 takes place on Wednesday 11 March and focuses on the theme ‘Fair Futures for Young
Carers’. The day calls for action to ensure young carers have the same opportunities to learn, grow and thrive as their
peers, with the right recognition, support and chances to reach their potential. Throughout next week to increase the
children’s awareness of what a young carer is we will be holding an assembly and in class activities.

A young carer is a young person under the age of 18 who helps care for someone who has an illness, a disability, or is
affected by mental ill-health or alcohol/substance misuse. They carry out tasks and responsibilities that are additional to
those appropriate for their age. Young Carers can feel tired, worried and isolated.

If you think your child is a young carer and may benefit from further support, please contact Catherine Webb, Mrs
Jones and Miss De Gouveia, our young carer champions, or visit Surrey Young Carers who support children from Year 1
upwards. Action for Carers

Oracy Celebration
All of our children are enjoying the opportunity to earn one of the certificates. Well done to all the children who have
already been successful and good luck to everyone else for the coming weeks.
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Oracy Jigsaw Sports Stars Maths Writing
Champions Ayan Priscilla
Miles Lexi Yeve Selin
Mateo Bradley Mileh Leo D Rory A
Isabella Curtis Leo S Frankie Andrei C
Azeemah Raven Mirac Manha Mia
Hallie Andrei Thabie Jacinta Olivia
Gabi Mehrab Jayden Shamirra Advik
\ Esther y Sudem Jude

\

ﬂold Leaves

\

Congratulations to the children who earned a Gold Leaf this week. This could be for an exemplary piece of work, an over
and above gesture of kindness, showing responsibility, perseverance, determination or other positive trait etc.

LAN Centre: Lucia

Nursery: Erich, Ayaan

Reception: Adelina, Selin, Kayden, Madison
Year 1: Rory, Leo D, Deina, Sorayah, Sharon

Year 2: Esmae, Evelin, Curtis
Year 3: Mia, Janani, Rory, Jienna, Logan
Year 4: Bella, Jacinta, Hanna, Sophia, Chloe, Ayaana
Year 5: Ire, Fatmana, Yusuf
Qear 6: Charlotte. Christina. Anelie. Sudem. Aadva. Haraun

Timestables Rockstars
Tyler M, Aaliyah J-B
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https://www.actionforcarers.org.uk/who-we-help/young-carers-under-18/

Messages from the School Office

Communication to Parents

The majority of communication to parents from the school is made via Email or Text Messages for important updates
and information. If you are not receiving emails or text messages from the school please contact the Office to check
that we have all your correct contact details.

Pupil Premium/FSM

Have your circumstances changed? You may qualify for your child to have free school meals and
other benefits under the Pupil Premium/FSM scheme from Surrey County Council. Scan the QR code
to check.

Breakfast and After School Club
Breakfast and ASC are bookable via Scopay. Please book 24 hours in advance to secure your child’s space - Please note
credit is needed on your account in order to book sessions. If you need help booking, please call the office.

Vacancies:

Darley Dene Primary School is recruiting: We are seeking to appoint a highly enthusiastic, proactive, flexible and
reliable individual for the role of Teaching Assistant. This is an opportunity for individuals who are patient and
emotionally resilient to join our friendly, inclusive and inspirational team of teaching and support staff.

If you actively enjoy working with children in a stimulating and creative environment, have experience ideally within the
education sector and are professional in your approach with a desire to make a lasting personal contribution to our
children’s lives, we want to hear from you. For more information please visit: Teaching Assistant

Darley Dene Primary School is recruiting: We are looking to appoint a class Teaching Assistant on a fixed term
contract who has a passion for creating lifelong learners, are committed to inclusion and equality and have high
expectations of themselves and every child. We are looking for somebody who is not afraid to make mud pies and, if
asked to be a zoo keeper, can jump into role and immerse themselves in the children’s play. We are looking to appoint
somebody who can be flexible and support learning in a creative way.

For further information please visit: Teaching Assistant Fixed Term Contract

Riverbridge Primary School is recruiting: We are seeking to appoint a highly motivated, proactive, skilled and
reliable individual to take on the role of Office Assistant in our busy school office.

This is an exciting opportunity for anyone wishing to be part of a dedicated, fast paced team where you can make a
real difference to our children. Riverbridge Primary School is a three-form entry primary school, with a diverse
catchment and a strong team spirit. For further information please visit: School Office Assistant

Lumen Learning Trust is recruiting: An exciting opportunity has arisen for a part-time Finance Manager to work as
a member of the finance team. The post will be based at Saxon Primary School in Shepperton and is a permanent, part-
time role - 15 hrs per week to be worked over 3 days/ 38 weeks per year. Under the direction of the Head of Finance,
the Finance Manager will provide accurate financial reporting, compliance with financial regulations and strategic
financial support.

If you have experience of financial management, ideally within the education sector, but more crucially, are professional
in your approach, possess strong financial skills and are tenacious in your desire to make a lasting personal contribution
to our children's lives, we want to hear from you. For further information please visit: Part-time Office Manager

@
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Attendance & Fixed Penalty Notices

Amount Payable for a Penalty Notice and
Consequences for repeat unauthorised absences

1. If you have not incurred a penalty notice relating to this
child/children in a rolling 3 year period since 19 August 2024,
then the penalty notice will be charged at the rate of
£160.00, per parent/carer per child, if paid within 28
days. This will be reduced to £80.00 if paid within 21 days of
receipt of thenotice. Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will
result in Surrey County Council considering legal proceedings
against you in the Magistrates Court.

2. If you have incurred a penalty notice relating to this
child/children since 19 August 2024, the rolling 3 year period
will be activated from the date of the first penalty notice and
the second penalty notice will be charged at the flat rate of
£160.00, per parent/carer per child, if paid within 28
days. There will be no reduction for payment within 21 days.
Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will result in Surrey County
Council considering legal proceedings against you

in the Magistrates Court.

3. If you have incurred 2 penalty notices relating to this
child/children in the rolling 3 year period since the first
penalty notice was issued, then you will NOT receive a third
penalty notice — Surrey County Council will have no option
but to consider a prosecution, per parent/carer per child,
in the Magistrates Court under s 444 Education Act 1996.
Surrey County Council is not responsible for
authorising pupil absence and therefore cannot
withdraw any Penalty Notice requests without the
written permission of the Headteacher.

Attendance & Punctuality Policy 2024

Upcoming Diary Dates

Term Dates 2025 - 2026

Spring Term 2026

Mon 9% Mar - Stay, Play and Learn - Nursery
Tues 10t Mar - Stay, Play and Learn - Reception
Tues 10™ Mar -Year 5 Class Assembly

Wed 11™ Mar - Young Carers Day

Wed 11t Mar - Stay, Play and Learn - Reception & LAN
Thurs 12t Mar - Stay, Play and Learn - Nursery
Fri 13 Mar - Year 3 cake & ice lolly sale

16t Mar - 20" Mar - Year 6 Mock SATs

Tues 17" Mar - Year 4 Class Asembly

Darley Dene Primary School
Penalty Notice and Fines

FIRST OFFENCE

The first time a Penalty Notice is issued for term time leave or
irregular attendance the amount will be:

£160 per parent per child if paid within 28 days.

Reduced to £80 per parent per child if paid within 21 days.

(A

SECOND OFFENCE

— (WITHIN 3 YEARS)
7 ) The second time a Penalty Notice is issued for term time leave or
/"‘ ) irregular attendance the amount will be:
£160 per parent per child if paid within 28 days.
No reduced rate will be offered.

10 SESSIONS (5 DAYS) OF UNAUTHORISED ABSENCE IN A 10-WEEK PERIOD
Penalty Notice Fines will be considered when there has been 10 sessions of
unauthorised absence in a 10-week period.

0 01932 847674 @ www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk

Fri 20% - Mar - Resilience Workshop for parents - Behaviour & Growth Mindset - 8:45am

Fri 20t Mar - Comic Relief Day

Mon 23 -27t Mar - National School Football Week
Tues 24™ Mar - Year 6 Class Assembly

Tues 24™ Mar - EYFS & KS1 Easter Craft Afternoon
Tues 24" Mar - KS2 Easter Games Night

Thur 26" Mar - Florence Nightingale Workshop

Fri 27t Mar - End of term 1:00pm

Spring Term 2
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https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1308&type=pdf

Summer Term 2026

Mon 13% Apr - Children return to school

Tues 14™ Apr - Multiplication Tables Check - Year 4 - parent talk - 8:45am and 2:45pm
Fri 17% Apr - Year 2 cake & ice lolly sale

Tues 21% Apr - Year 1 Class Assembly

Tues 28" Apr - Year 2 Class Assembly

Tues 5™ May - Resilience Workshop for parents - 2:45pm
Mon 18" May - Year 5 Science Habitat Workshop

Tues 19t May - Reception Class Assembly

Fri 22" May - Year 5 Hampton Court Palace Trip

Mon 25% May - Fri 29t May - HALF TERM

Mon 1%t June - Children return to school

Fri 12" June - Year 1 cake & ice lolly sale

Mon 15 June - Stay, Play and Learn - Nursery

Tues 16% June - Stay, Play and Learn - Reception & LAN
Wed 17% June - Stay, Play and Learn - Reception

Thurs 18™ June - Stay, Play and Learn - Nursery

Fri 37 July - Year Reception cake & ice lolly sale

Fri 17 July - End of term 1:00pm

Mon 20% July - INSET DAY 4

Tues 215 July - INSET DAY 5

Term Dates 2026 - 2027

Autumn Term

Tues 1%t Sept - INSET DAY 1

Wed 2" Sept - INSET DAY 2

Thurs 3" Sept - Children return to school

Fri 16" Oct - End of term - normal time

Mon 19t Oct - Fri 30™ Oct - Half term (two weeks)
Mon 2" Nov - Children return to school

Fri 18" Dec - End of term 1:00pm

Spring Term 2027

Tues 5™ Jan - INSET DAY 3

Wed 6t Jan - Children return to school
Fri 12t Feb - End of term - normal time
Mon 15 Feb - Fri 19 Feb - Half term
Mon 22" Feb - Children return to school
Thurs 25" Mar - End of term 1:00pm

Summer Term 2027

Mon 12t Apr - Children return to school
Fri 28" May - End of term - normal time
Mon 31t May - Fri 4™ Jun - Half term
Mon 7% Jun - Children return to school
Tues 20 Jul - End of term 1:00pm
Wed 215t - INSET DAY 4

Thurs 22™ Jul - INSET DAY 5

Kind regards
C.Lt_) = ;‘\ ‘\“

Zoe Devonport

Headteacher G’ %
N

.

Spring Term 2 6™ March 2026



RAINBOW FISH

Whlle famous for its
message on sharing, this is
a fantastic book for our
younger learners to practice
subtraction and one-to-one
correspondence. As the
Rainbow Fish shares his
shimmering scales one by
one, children can track how
many he has leftl
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In this clever twist on the
classic fairy tale, Jim helps a
giant who is getting a bit
older. This story is a
masterclass in
measurement and ratio. Jim
has to measure the giant’s
massive head for glasses
and his mouth for teeth—an
excellent way to visualise
scale and proportion.
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When a giant-sized roll of
paper goes rolling down the
hill, the townspeople have to
get creative! This hilarious
story is a brilliant way to talk
about scale, length, and 3D
shapes (cylinders). It's a
great reminder that big

problems often require big
mathematical solutions.

IT.HE GU\“TS

Ever wondered what a
million of something actually
looks like? This vibrant book
takes readers on a journey
through place value and
estimation, starting with just
a few candies and ending
with a massive fold-out page
showing one million jelly
beans. It's a visual treat for
understanding large
numbers!
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Perfect for our younger
mathematicians, this
rhyming adventure is a
classic for practicing
counting backwards and
subtraction. As the pirates
encounter various
obstacles, students can
track the total as it
decreases from ten down to
one.

STEVEN SEAGULL
ACTION HERD

ELYS DOLAN
This isn't just a hilarious
detective story; it's a brilliant
introduction to data and
mapping. As Steven Seagull
tracks down the culpnt
behind the beach's missing
snacks, readers can follow
along with clues that involve
spatial awareness and
logical reasoning. It's the
perfect way to see how

"detective work" is really just
"maths in disguisel”
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YOUR NEAREST MULTI-ACTIVITY CLUB

Venue: Darley Dene Primary School
Dates: 7 April 2026 - 10 April 2026
Times: 09:00 - 15:00

Ages: Reception - Year 6

Additional info: Price per day £26.99

PLease

BRING
Plenty of water
Suitable clothing

Our 5* Holiday Clubs are the perfect place
to keep your kids entertained during the

half-term break. Loads of eneg,

And with the HAF programme, your
children can attend sessions free of
charge. Each session includes healthy food
and enriching activities.

HOLIDAY CLUBS

MORE fun, MORE friendships, MORE smiles
during the ERSTER BREAK!

Every day is different, with a mix of fun
activities that children may not have
tried before - from dodgeball to cricket,
basketball to archery.

BOOK Book now for loads of Easter fun!
Excellent e -
2= Premier ESEIEIE3E g S R
® 0 i !
Education 9 Trustpilot . :

or visit premier-education.com/holiday-camps/HAF Trustpilot
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