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It has been a real pleasure to welcome the children back to school this week following half term. We N\ //

were certainly fortunate with a few brighter, sunnier days, and the anticipation of Spring’s arrival was
definitely felt during playtimes, with children and staff enjoying the fresh air and lighter afternoons.

I am delighted to share some wonderful news about a member of our staff. Mrs Lidiard was awarded
Best Practice Apprentice of the Year — a nationally recognised award. We are incredibly proud of her
dedication and it is fantastic to see her hard work rewarded outside of school. Congratulations to her on
this huge achievement. As a school, we are always striving to develop and nurture the talent within our
team, and this award is a true reflection of just that.

Before half term, our Inclusion Lead, Miss Johnston hosted an Inclusion Review with Schools for

Excellence. We received the report, which recognised the careful planning, thoughtful decision-making

and daily commitment that underpin the running of our school and ensure inclusive practice is embedded

within our culture at Darley Dene. We are proud of this recognition and, as always, remain committed to S
continually refining our provision to ensure we do the very best for every child. , LAN Centre |

We were also pleased to host writing moderation sessions as part of our LLT Trust network. These
sessions are an important part of our ongoing school improvement work. They provide valuable
opportunities for staff to collaborate with colleagues from other schools, ensure our assessment
judgements are accurate and consistent, and identify clear next steps to further support pupils’ progress.
Working together in this way strengthens our practice and ultimately benefits all of our children.

The week began with an exciting residential visit for many of our Year 4 and Year 5 pupils, who spent
three days at Bowles Rock in Kent. The children had an amazing experience, which is detailed further
below, and demonstrated incredible determination and resilience throughout their activities. A big thank
you goes to Mrs Mackie, Ms. Mclsaac, Miss Oomen and Miss Ribeiro who attended and made this
memorable experience possible.

Back in school, we held an RE Pause Day to recognise Ramadan. The whole-school assembly focused on
how Ramadan is observed and celebrated, and the children contributed thoughtful and meaningful
reflections. It was a lovely opportunity to deepen understanding and celebrate the diversity within our
community. We also celebrated the Lunar New Year with an engaging Chinese Dragon workshop today.
The children thoroughly enjoyed learning about the traditions and significance of the celebration. Thank
you to Mrs. Mclsaac for organising both of these enriching cultural experiences — please do read on for
further details.

I hope many of you were able to speak with our Family Support Workers on the playground on
Wednesday. While we already work closely with the Family Centre, we are exploring how we can bring
more of that support directly into school so that it is even more accessible to families who may benefit
from it.

Finally, a reminder that next week is Book Week, including World Book Day. There are lots of exciting
activities planned, so please ensure you have read through the information that has been sent out to
make sure your child is fully prepared to take part.
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Please remain vigilant about your child’s use of social media and messaging apps. Be aware of the age
restrictions for platforms such as WhatsApp and Snapchat as these are in place to help keep children safe.
Social media and group chats should be closely monitored at home by parents to ensure appropriate and
safe use. We are continuing to see trends originating outside of school, including the current “Red V’s Blue”
trend, which may present safeguarding concerns within our community. Thank you for your ongoing support
in keeping children safe online.

Time to talk

Understanding what makes children and young people feel happy, safe, and loved helps us y
support their wellbeing and build resilience when challenges arise. This half term, we will be Language is a
focusing on Questions to Understand Their Positive Feelings, sharing weekly prompts to ‘C’gr‘jjn':‘ui"iggt‘i’;n

help guide meaningful conversations at home and nurture those positive emotions.

Who do you usually talk to at home when . ..
something is on your mind? Why do you talkto _ @
this person in particular? \_ﬁl

Stay, Play and Learn

EYFS will be running Spring Stay, Play and Learn sessions in a few weeks. Emails have been sent home with further
information on. The children are always very excited welcoming their grown ups into the class, we look forward to
welcoming families into school.

Please see the dates of these session and sign up links below:

Nursery - Monday 9" March 2.15pm - 2.45pm or Thursday 12" March 2.15pm - 2.45pm Book here

LAN - Wednesday 11% March 2.30pm - 3pm - Please speak to Miss Lawson & Miss Nhambure to book your session
Reception - Tuesday 10™ March 2pm - 3pm or Wednesday 11™ March 2pm - 3pm Book here

Inclusion Update:
National Nurturing Schools Programme: our journey towards becoming a Nurturing School

Over the past 12 months, Miss Johnston and Miss Oomen have been working towards the National Nurturing Schools
Programme for Darley Dene to become a Nurturing School. This supports the school's values in our commitment to
inclusion, wellbeing, and supporting the whole child. This programme continues to help schools create environments
where children feel safe, valued, and ready to learn, recognising that emotional wellbeing is key to academic success.
Being a Nurturing School/ means understanding that children’s behaviour is often a form of communication and that
positive relationships are central to effective learning and development. At our school, we embed nurture across
everyday life in a variety of ways. We use Zones of Regulation to help children recognise and manage their emotions,
and High-Quality Teaching ensures lessons meet the needs of all learners. The Resilience Ball and other activities
support perseverance and problem-solving when learning feels challenging. Well-Being Ambassadors promote positive
relationships and peer support, while parent and carer workshops share strategies such as emotion coaching and
regulation techniques to extend nurture into the home environment.

Our work is guided by the Six Principles of Nurture:

1. Children’s learning is understood developmentally — supporting children according to their stage of
development.
The classroom offers a safe base — creating an environment where children feel secure and confident to learn.
The importance of nurture for wellbeing — prioritising relationships and emotional support alongside learning.
Language is a vital means of communication — helping children express thoughts and feelings effectively.
All behaviour is communication — recognising that behaviour often reflects unmet needs or emotions.
The importance of transition in children’s lives — supporting children through changes and recognising the
impact of transitions on wellbeing.
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Music

Mr St. Helaire still has spots available for guitar lessons! Families who are eligible for free
school meals, as well as surrey young carers are eligible for free lessons. You can sign up by
clicking the link below: Register your child(ren) here

Community Activities Offer

We have been made aware of two programmes the local council are launching for families in the near future. They both
look like amazing opportunities. If you would like more information or to attend these events, please speak to Catherine
Webb our HSLW.

Runnymede Cooks

The Council has secured National Lottery funding to deliver the Runnymede Cooks Programme. This programme will
teach those attending to cook healthy and affordable plant-based recipes through in-person and online

workshops. Additionally, short videos of the recipes will be disseminated digitally alongside printed versions in
Runnymede libraries, day centres and other venues within the borough. The project will run for a year up until 31st
March 2027. For the duration of the campaign, the Council will be running monthly in-person cookery classes for 10-12
people at a time at various venues across the borough (the exception is 2 of the face to face classes which will be
family sessions to allow parents to cook with their children). The online classes will be held quarterly.

Runnymede Grows

The overarching aim of this campaign is to support people that want to have a go at growing their own food but may
have limited space, time, confidence and/or money to get involved in this activity. The Council is currently in the
process of procuring a supplier to provide residents with ‘grow you own food starter packs’ containing seasonal seeds
as well as the necessary equipment and instructions to support people as they start their food growing journey.
Ongoing support will also be provided during the campaign. The Council is looking to provide a minimum of 700 starter
packs between 1st April 2026 and 31st March 2027.

Reading

We are thrilled to be celebrating Book Week at Darley Dene, where stories will come to life through exciting activities,
special events and plenty of opportunities to share a love of reading! Children will take part in creative challenges,
author experiences and our much-anticipated Dress Up as a Word Day to inspire imagination and vocabulary. It
promises to be a magical week filled with books, creativity and cosy reading moments.

Please see the timetable of events below:

Mon 2nd March

Tues 3rd March

Wed 4th March

Thurs 5th March

Fri 6th March

Pre-Loved Book Library Visits: Ellie Pulze author World Book Day | Library Visits:
Giveaway afterschool 2:00-2:30 | Year 1 | | visit to KS1 10:00-10:30 | LAN
203" Dress Up as a Word ST .
2:30-3:00 | Year 5 Sl e i 10:30-11:30 | Reception
Carousel 11:00-11:30 Year 2
_ _ 11:30-12noon | Year 6
Bedtl_me Stories 5:00-2:30 Year 3
Evening
2:30-3:00 Year 4

Bedtime Stories

We will be hosting our first Bedtime Stories Evening from 5:30pm on Wednesday the 4th of March. Children and
parents are invited to come along in pyjamas to enjoy stories read by staff, cosy reading dens, hot chocolate and
biscuits. Please sign up here to the event if you haven’t done so already and would like to attend.
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Dress Up As A Word

On Thursday 5th March, children (and
staff!) are invited to dress up as a word
to celebrate World Book Day. Costumes
should be simple and affordable, and
children should be prepared to explain
the meaning of their word and use it in
a sentence. Here are some ideas of
costumes!

Cowgirl

Maths

At Darley Dene, we believe that every child can be a confident mathematician. While the magic happens in the
classroom, the "secret sauce" to mastery is regular, low-stress practice at home. Think of maths like learning a
musical instrument or a sport - you wouldn't expect to play in a concert or win a match by only practicing once a week!
Small, daily "workouts" build the muscle memory children need to tackle complex problems with ease.

To support your child, we use several world-class platforms tailored to their specific age and stage. We recommend 10-
15 minutes of daily play to see the best results.

=/ EYFS & Key Stage 1: Numbots

Before children can multiply, they must master addition and subtraction. Numbots focuses on "number bond" fluency
through fun, robot-themed challenges.

Target: Big focus in EYFS and KS1.

Access: play.numbots.com

¢/ Year 2 to Year 6: Times Tables Rock Stars (TTRS)

Speed and accuracy in multiplication are the bedrock of almost all KS2 maths, from fractions to area.
Target: 10 minutes a day is the "Gold Standard" for becoming a "Rock Hero."

Access: ttrockstars.com

& Years 3-6: Times Table Check

As our Year 4 pupils prepare for the official Multiplication Tables Check in June, and our Year 3, 5 and 6 pupils work on
their fluency, we highly recommend using the free MTC simulator to build up their speed.

Target: Once a day to build up rapid recall.

Access: Timestables.co.uk

& Coming Soon: Magma Maths

We are excited to introduce Magma Maths at home for deeper practice sessions! This platform allows pupils to show
their workings digitally.

Username and password cards for Magma Maths will be sent home next Thursday.

Access: app.magmamath.com/uk/signin

Top Tips
1. Routine is King: Try "10 before 10"—ten minutes of maths before 10:00 AM on weekends, or right after a
snhack after school.
2. Keep it Positive: If they get stuck, ask "What do we know already?" rather than giving the answer.
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3. Celebrate Effort: High scores are great, but "days practiced in a row" is the stat that truly builds a
mathematician.

Thank you for your continued support in making maths a positive part of your child's daily life!

House Competitions
This half term, we are excited to launch a series of House Competitions for our students:
e Science — Week beginning 9th March

e Poetry — Week beginning 16th March
e Football — Week beginning 23rd March

These house competitions are an important and valued part of school life. They provide wonderful opportunities for
teamwork, creativity and healthy competition, while allowing students to earn valuable points for their houses. We look
forward to sharing more details and celebrating their achievements with you very soon.

Fruit and Vegetable Charts
From next week, we will be relaunching our Daily Fruit and Vegetable charts in each class to help promote healthy
eating at breaktimes.

What you need to know:

e Children in EYFS, KS1 and LAN are entitled to a free piece of fruit or vegetable provided by school. They are still
welcome to bring their own if they prefer.
e Children in KS2 may bring a piece of fruit or vegetable from home for their breaktime snack.

How it works:

e Each class has a chart divided into our house teams.

e Every day, class Dynamos will record how many children have brought or chosen fruit or vegetables using tally
marks.

e At the end of the Spring term, house points will be awarded to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place teams.

Family Dynamos
The Family Dynamos are back with two egg-citing events on Tuesday 24th March:

e EYFS & KS1 Easter Crafts Afternoon: 3.20—4.20 pm
e KS2 Easter Games Night: 4.30-5.30 pm

We need lots of helping hands to make these events sparkle! If you are able to support, please let the Office know.
The next Family Dynamo meeting will be on Wednesday 18th March 2026 at 2.30pm.

Pause Day

We are excited to announce a new initiative at Darley Dene: Pause Days - moments in the academic year when we take
intentional time to recognise significant cultural and religious occasions, learn together, and grow as a community. Our
first Pause Day will be in observance of Ramadan, the holy month observed by many in our school community.
Ramadan is a time of reflection, gratitude, kindness and generosity. Each day during Ramadan, students will be
encouraged to complete a simple act of kindness. These daily good deeds help build empathy, community spirit and
respect for one another.
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Year 4 and 5 Bowles Trip

On Monday (23rd February), we
travelled to Bowles Rock in Kent for
three days. As soon as we arrived, we
walked up a very steep hill, with our
suitcases, that made everyone
exhausted before we had even started
our activities! Once we had dropped off
our suitcases to the dorm, we were
split into three groups. Some of us
went skiing. Once we had put on our
heavy ski boots and skis, our hearts
started beating fast in preparation of
going on the slope. It felt like concrete
blocks were stuck to our feet. It was a
challenge to ski because we had to use
the lift and many of us fell over.
However, once we learned how to do
it, we enjoyed using the lift to take us up the ski slope. It was so much fun whizzing down, pretending to be in a race
car game. The other group took the minibus to Harrison's Rock and went caving in very tight spaces. They enjoyed the
challenge of squeezing through the rocks and overcoming their fears. Our week was brilliant because we experienced
so many more activities that we have never tried before like: rock climbing and kayaking. We had such a fantastic time
with our instructors and made lots of memories. We hope to go back again soon. By Srisajini, Kaylee and Yusuf.

Chinese Dragon Workshop

On Friday, we welcomed experts in traditional Chinese dance to celebrate Chinese New Year! Chinese New Year is a
time of joy, new beginnings, and community spirit - values we are proud to celebrate together at our school. Children
took part in the Dragon Dance, an important part of Chinese New Year celebrations, as the dragon symbolises strength,
wisdom and good fortune, and the dance is believed to bring luck, prosperity and positive energy for the year ahead.
Happy Chinese New Year! Gong xi fa cai

Uniform

We want children to be proud of Darley Dene and to take pride in their appearance whilst wearing our school uniform,
encouraging a sense of belonging amongst the children as well as embedding our identity in the wider

community. Darley Dene's uniform colours are Royal Blue and Black. Royal Blue Polo Shirts, Black trousers/skirts, Royal
Blue Cardigans/Jumpers and Black School Shoes. PE Kit should be plain Black Tracksuit with plain white Tshirt and Black
Shorts.

Please ensure that your child’s uniform including Coats, Jackets and PE Kits as well as water bottles are named.

o
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Whole Class Photos - Consent
Whole class photos to take place on 5th June 2026 - consent required

Whole class photos will be taken by our school photographer on 5th June 2026 and will be available to purchase
by families.

If you have previously given permission for your child's image to be included in ‘Internal Displays’ there is
nothing further you need to do and your child will be included in the class photo. If you have previously declined
permission for your child to be included in Internal Displays your child will NOT be included in the photo.

If you wish to change your consent we ask that you visit our school website and click on the following
link Class Photo Consent to complete our Photographic Consent online form as soon as possible and before the 22nd
May 2026

Oracy Celebration
All of our children are enjoying the opportunity to earn one of the certificates. Well done to all the children who have
already been successful and good luck to everyone else for the coming weeks.

@ Oracy b d Jigsaw \( Sports Stars N\ ( Maths Writing
Champions
Lexi Ayan Miles Mateo
Lucia Rory A Roman Brodie Amber
Alihan Esmae Evelin Mileh Tamari
Anisa Dev Grace Leo S Cristian
Logan Isabella S Rory M Raven
Anelie Harper M

\_ VAN J L J L J 0 J

ﬂold Leaves \

Congratulations to the children who earned a Gold Leaf this week. This could be for an exemplary piece of work, an over
and above gesture of kindness, showing responsibility, perseverance, determination or other positive trait etc.

LAN Centre: Lexi

Nursery: Daniel

Reception: Maizah, Maheer, Tae, Martyna, Brodie

Year 1: Noah, Ana Julia, Tamari

Year 2: Noah M, Anisha, Jeyleen

Year 3: Harper

Year 4: Charlotte, Jacinta, Paige

Qear 6: Emi, Yovana, Bonnie /

Timestables Rockstars
Dev

Messages from the School Office

Pupil Premium/FSM

Have your circumstances changed? You may qualify for your child to have free school meals and
other benefits under the Pupil Premium/FSM scheme from Surrey County Council. Scan the QR
code to check.

Breakfast and After School Club
Breakfast and ASC are bookable via Scopay. Please book 24 hours in advance to secure your child’s space - Please note
credit is needed on your account in order to book sessions. If you need help booking, please call the office. ,
('
4 ‘
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Vacancies:

Darley Dene Primary School is recruiting: We are seeking to appoint a highly enthusiastic, proactive, flexible and
reliable individual for the role of Teaching Assistant. This is an opportunity for individuals who are patient and
emotionally resilient to join our friendly, inclusive and inspirational team of teaching and support staff.

If you actively enjoy working with children in a stimulating and creative environment, have experience ideally within the
education sector and are professional in your approach with a desire to make a lasting personal contribution to our
children’s lives, we want to hear from you. For more information please visit: Teaching Assistant

Darley Dene Primary School is recruiting: We are looking to appoint a class Teaching Assistant on a fixed term
contract who has a passion for creating lifelong learners, are committed to inclusion and equality and have high
expectations of themselves and every child. We are looking for somebody who is not afraid to make mud pies and, if
asked to be a zoo keeper, can jump into role and immerse themselves in the children’s play. We are looking to appoint
somebody who can be flexible and support learning in a creative way.

For further information please visit: Teaching Assistant Fixed Term Contract

Attendance & Fixed Penalty Notices .
Amount Payable for a Penalty Notice and Darley Dene Pr‘lmar‘y School

Consequences for repeat unauthorised absences Pen alty N OtiC e and FineS

1. If you have not incurred a penalty notice relating to
this child/children in a rolling 3 year period since 19
August 2024, then the penalty notice will be charged
at the rate of £160.00, per parent/carer per child,

if paid within 28 days. This will be reduced to £80.00 if FIRST OFFENCE

paid within 21 days _Of re_celpt of t_henOtlce' Failure to ¢~ | The first time a Penalty Notice is issued for term time leave or
pay the Penalty Notice will result in Surrey County I irregular attendance the amount will be:

Council considering legal proceedings against you in £160 per parent per child if paid within 28 days.

the Magistrates Court. Reduced to £80 per parent per child if paid within 21 days.

2. If you have incurred a penalty notice relating to this SECOND OFFENCE

child/children since 19 August 2024, the rolling 3 year (WITHIN 3 YEARS)

period will be activated from the date of the first / The second time a Penalty Notice is issued for term time leave or
penalty notice and the second penalty notice will be —) Irregular attendance the amount will be:

charged at the flat rate of £160.00, per parent/carer £160 per parent per child if paid within 28 days.

No reduced rate will be offered.

per child, if paid within 28 days. There will be no
reduction for payment within 21 days. Failure to pay
the Penalty Notice will result in Surrey County Council
considering legal proceedings against you

in the Magistrates Court.

3. If you have incurred 2 penalty notices relating to
this child/children in the rolling 3 year period since the
first penalty notice was issued, then you will NOT
receive a third penalty notice — Surrey County Council
will have no option but to consider a prosecution, per

parent/carer per child, in the Magistrates Court 10 SESSIONS (5 DAYS) OF UNAUTHORISED ABSENCE IN A 10-WEEK PERIOD
under s 444 Education Act 1996. Penalty Notice Fines will be considered when there has been 10 sessions of
Surrey County Council is not responsible for unauthorised absence in a 10-week period.

authorising pupil absence and therefore cannot

withdraw any Penalty Notice requests without

Attendance & Punctuality Policy 2024
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Upcoming Diary Dates

Term Dates 2025 - 2026

Spring Term 2026

Mon 2" Mar - Fri 6™ Mar - Book Week

Mon 2" Mar - Surrey Singing Music Festival - 2pm-7pm
Tues 3™ Mar - LAN Class Assembly

Wed 4™ Mar - Year 3 Forces & Magnet Workshop

Wed 4% Mar - Bedtime Stories - Parents and Children 5:30pm-6:45pm
Thurs 5™ Mar - World Book Day

Mon 9t Mar - Stay, Play and Learn - Nursery

Tues 10 Mar - Stay, Play and Learn - Reception

Wed 11 Mar - Young Carers Day

Wed 11 Mar - Stay, Play and Learn - Reception & LAN
Thurs 12t Mar - Stay, Play and Learn - Nursery

Fri 13t Mar - Comic Relief Day

Fri 13™ Mar - Year 3 cake & ice lolly sale

16™ Mar - 20" Mar - Year 6 Mock SATs

Tues 17" Mar - Year 4 Class Asembly

Fri 20" - Mar - Resilience Workshop for parents - Behaviour & Growth Mindset - 8:45am
Mon 23 -27t Mar - National School Football Week
Tues 24" Mar - Year 6 Class Assembly

Tues 24" Mar - EYFS & KS1 Easter Craft Afternoon
Tues 24™ Mar - KS2 Easter Games Night

Fri 27t Mar - End of term 1:00pm

Summer Term 2026

Mon 13™ Apr - Children return to school

Tues 14" Apr - Multiplication Tables Check - Year 4 - parent talk - 8:45am and 2:45pm
Fri 171 Apr - Year 2 cake & ice lolly sale

Tues 215t Apr - Year 1 Class Assembly

Tues 28™ Apr - Year 2 Class Assembly

Tues 5™ May - Resilience Workshop for parents - 2:45pm

Tues 19" May - Reception Class Assembly

Mon 25" May - Fri 29™ May - HALF TERM

Mon 15t June - Children return to school

Fri 12% June - Year 1 cake & ice lolly sale

Mon 15% June - Stay, Play and Learn - Nursery 2pm - 3pm

Tues 16% June - Stay, Play and Learn - Reception & LAN 2pm - 3pm
Wed 17% June - Stay, Play and Learn - Reception 2pm - 3pm

Thurs 18" June - Stay, Play and Learn - Nursery 2pm - 3pm

Fri 3" July - Year Reception cake & ice lolly sale

Fri 17% July - End of term 1:00pm

Mon 20t July - INSET DAY

Tues 215t July - INSET DAY 5

Term Dates 2026 - 2027

Autumn Term

Tues 1%t Sept - INSET DAY 1

Wed 2™ Sept - INSET DAY 2

Thurs 3™ Sept - Children return to school

Fri 161 Oct - End of term - normal time

Mon 19% Oct - Fri 30™ Oct - Half term (two weeks)
Mon 2" Nov - Children return to school

Fri 18™ Dec - End of term 1:00pm
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Spring Term 2027

Tues 5™ Jan - INSET DAY 3

Wed 6% Jan - Children return to school
Fri 12 Feb - End of term - normal time
Mon 15% Feb - Fri 19 Feb - Half term
Mon 22" Feb - Children return to school
Thurs 25% Mar - End of term 1:00pm

Summer Term 2027

Mon 12% Apr - Children return to school
Fri 28" May - End of term - normal time
Mon 31t May - Fri 4™ Jun - Half term
Mon 7™ Jun - Children return to school
Tues 20% Jul - End of term 1:00pm
Wed 215t - INSET DAY 4

Thurs 22™ Jul - INSET DAY 5

Kind regards
c.Ltj < ;](if

Zoe Devonport
Headteacher
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DRESS UP AS A WORD! %

a TEACHER READING RACE
h

ﬁ LIBRARY VISITS <>
BOOK DAY 207¢ 2 ’ :

ai_ -fv - : N A‘\‘-"

Spring Term 2 27" February 2026



