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Headteacher’'s Message

It has been so wonderful to see the children enjoying school each day - even when wet play is
firmly on the agenda. It has also been lovely to see so many of our families engaging with our
workshops. This week we hosted two workshops - *Home Learning Help” and ‘Family Regulation
and Resilience’. These opportunities will continue over the coming weeks, with further sessions

planned for the summer term. We encourage all families to attend so

A small number of families shared that they did not have access to all login details for the online

platforms we use for home learning. While these are shared at the start of the year, we

understand they can sometimes be misplaced, so I have asked class teachers to collate all login

information into one document, which will be sent home next Thursday. We do revisit and review

our home learning offer regularly and although paper-based tasks can feel more familiar, we ‘ =
continue to use online platforms as they provide immediate feedback for children, allow pupils to , LAN Centre
track their own progress, and enable staff to use assessment information immediately to adapt

teaching and support. If you have any difficulties accessing home learning, please speak to your

child’s class teacher in the first instance.

The LAN Centre will remain open for a further year, meaning children will continue to attend this B
year and into the 2026—-2027 academic year. Due to delays in the Children’s Wellbeing and e

. Reception

Schools Bill, Surrey County Council is awaiting confirmation of future SEND provision plans. We
have agreed with the local authority to pause any further decisions until this guidance is
confirmed.

Parent consultations will be taking place in the final week of this half term. These meetings are an
important opportunity to discuss your child’s progress and next steps. As appointments are 10
minutes long, please do share any additional queries with your child’s class teacher beforehand at
the start or end of the school day, so they can update you with full information. Details about
how to sign up are below.

You may have noticed increased traffic around the school due to wet weather and roadworks.
Please note that St Peter’s Way (westbound) will be closed between M25 Junction 11 and St
Peter’'s Way Roundabout on Friday 23rd January from 8pm-5am, with a signed diversion in place.
We kindly remind families to park safely and considerately, keeping school gates clear. There is
30 minutes of free parking available in the multi-storey car park across the road.

The children thoroughly enjoyed Dress as Your Future Career Day, which sparked many
conversations about aspirations and future goals. We were also delighted to welcome Surrey Arts
for taster sessions, helping pupils explore creative talents, and Year 5 were inspired by their visit
to the Sky Academy. There are many more upcoming events, including curriculum weeks and
residential visits. Please take a moment to check the dates below and add them to your diary,
ensuring children are well prepared for these experiences.
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Time to talk

Understanding what makes children and young people feel happy, safe, and loved helps us support their wellbeing and
build resilience when challenges arise. This half term, we will be focusing on Questions to Understand Their
Positive Feelings, sharing weekly prompts to help guide meaningful conversations at home and nurture those positive
emotions.

What do you do during breaks or .. ..
lunchtime at school?

Inclusion Update: Zones of Regulation Parent & Carer Workshop

This week, Mrs Devonport and Miss Johnston held a parent and carers workshop focused on the Zones of Regulation.
The session explored what the Zones of Regulation framework is, how it is used across the school, and how families can
support their children at home.

We shared how the Zones of Regulation helps children to:

Develop self-regulation skills.

Recognise and understand their own emotions and responses.

Learn that everyone experiences difficulties with regulation at times.

Manage impulses more independently, helping to reduce disruption.
Understand how their behaviour can impact themselves and others.

Develop social skills and think about how others might be feeling.

Access support that is adapted for different ages and additional needs.

Use a common language for emotions that applies to all children in the school.

What Do the Zones Mean?

Blue Zone — Your body is running slow. You may feel tired, sad, sick or bored.

Green Zone — Like a green light, you are “good to go.” You feel calm, happy and focused.

Yellow Zone — You are starting to lose control. You might feel frustrated, worried, anxious, excited or silly.
Red Zone - You are feeling extreme emotions such as anger or fear and may struggle to make safe or helpful
choices.

All zones are normal - what matters is learning how to recognise them and use strategies to move towards the Green
Zone when needed.

How You Can Support at Home? You can support your child by:

Talking about emotions using the Zones language.

Naming feelings as they arise: "It looks like you might be in the Yellow Zone.”
Modelling strategies such as deep breathing, taking a break, or asking for help.
Using films or stories to discuss emotions and behaviours together.

Two great examples we shared in the workshop:

e Finding Nemo — Turtle Scene (calm, regulation and the Green Zone)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVfopcz4nas

e Finding Nemo — Shark Scene (recognising big emotions and staying in control)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XWuPGKLIXe8

These scenes are a fun and accessible way to talk about emotions and regulation with children of all ages.
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Family Consultations

The booking system is now live via your child’s SCopay account for the family consultations.
Monday 9th February 4.30pm - 7.00pm and Wednesday 11th February 3.30pm - 6.00pm.
Meetings will be held in the main hall.

Parent Coffee Morning - Parent Mental Health Day

On Friday 30th January at 9:00am the pastoral team is hosting a coffee morning to mark “Parent Mental Health
Day” This is an opportunity for you to talk to the team about support with any concerns for your child and to learn
more about supporting your own mental health as a parent.

Maths

#JMonday 2nd — Friday 6th February - Darley Dene Maths Week

As mentioned last week, our goal this year is to raise the profile of "real-life" mathematics, during Maths Week, and
help children understand the tangible value of money.

This week, the entire school has been transformed into a hub of innovation and commerce! From EYFS to Year 6, our
students have been busy planning for the upcoming Enterprise Challenge. It has been inspiring to see such
teamwork and commercial flair across all year groups. We can’t wait to welcome you to our sale events! Here are the
key dates and events for Maths week. Please add them to your calendar.

Date Event Details
Tuesday 3rd Early Number You can explore fun, hands-on ways to help your child "see" how numbers
February Family Workshop work through play and everyday objects, rather than just memorising them.
2.45pm Reception & Year 1
Thursday 5th | Magma Maths You will get a "first look" at our new Magma Maths app, seeing how it uses
February Family Workshop fun, digital drawing to help children explain their thinking and grow in
8.45pm Year 2 - Year 6 confidence.
Thursday 5th | Maths Enterprise Grand Sale! Please join us on the playground to purchase the children's
February Day creations. & >
3.15pm
Friday 6th Feb | Dress Up Day (or To wrap up our week, we are supporting the NSPCC with a special themed
bring a prop) dress-up day.
NSPCC Number e (= EYFS & KS1: Dress up as a NumBot!
Day e ¢ KS2: Dress up as a Rockstar!

We kindly ask for a £1 donation per child. 2]
NSPCC ROCKS TTRS Battle. Who will top the leaderboard in this ultimate
times-table showdown?

Short Story House Competition
We have some exciting news to share this week - we are launching a Short Story House Competition! Children are
invited to write a short story about anything they like. The more imaginative and creative, the better!

Mr Bartlett officially launched the competition during Friday’s assembly, where all the details have been shared.
Closing date for entries: 6th February

We can't wait to read all of your amazing stories!
House Points
\ ¢ X
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_~" House Competition

Last week the children took part in our Geography ‘Guess that Country’
' competition. There was lots of excitement and wonder as everyone tried
to guess the country by looking at its shape and outline.

Well done to the following winners:

Year 1 - Leo D, Year 2 - Agamjot, Noah M, Azeemah, Graham, Isabella,
Year 3 - Joshua, Year 4 - Paige, Chloe, Franek, Reni, Roni, Year 5 - Advik,
Year 6 - Orest.

P.E. News

This week in P.E., pupils took
part in Tagtiv8, a fun and
engaging programme that
combines physical activity with
maths and phonics learning.
The children thoroughly
enjoyed this active approach,
which supported both
movement and thinking skills
and kept everyone motivated
and engaged.

As a Junior Park Run school, we would love to continue growing our community involvement. Any parents, carers, or
family members who would like to volunteer for Junior Park Run in Addlestone are encouraged to speak to Mrs
Devonport for more information.

Our school football teams are also busy training hard in preparation for upcoming matches in Spring 2 and the Summer
term. Pupils have been putting their team charters into practice and have shown a clear understanding of the
commitment, responsibility, and expectations involved in being a member of the school football team. It has been
wonderful to see teamwork, effort, and sportsmanship developing both on and off the pitch.

Year 5 Sky Up Academy Studios Trip

On Tuesday, Year 5 embarked on an unforgettable educational adventure at the Sky Up Academy Studios. The students
were fully immersed in the world of media production as they worked collaboratively to script, film, and edit a
professional 90-second trailer. From visionary directors and expressive actors to technical special effects experts, every
student embraced a specialized role to bring their creative vision to life. Utilizing cutting-edge green screen technology,
they transported their stories across various digital sets, complemented by fantastic costumes and dedicated character
work. The experience was rounded off with an exclusive behind-the-scenes tour of the Sky News studios and a walk
through the impressive campus. It was a day filled with laughter and inspiration, with many students declaring it the
"best day ever!" We clearly have some future stars of the silver screen in Year 5.
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Dress as your future career

Thank you to all the families who helped the Darley Dene children
visualise their dream careers as part of our first ‘Dress as your future
career'day. I feel like I learnt so much about our pupils and the dreams
they hold. We look forward to celebrating the same day this time next
year!

Family Dynamo Meeting

Building on from the amazing work of our pupil Dynamos, our Family Dynamos are
formed of parents and carers from our community. This group plays a vital role in
strengthening the partnership between home and school, acting as the collective
voice of the families within our community.

Do you have ideas to help raise money for our school? Come and join our next Family
Dynamo meeting. We need your help! The next meeting will be on Thursday 5th
February 2026 at 2.30pm. Please sign in through the school office.

DARLEY
DENE
DYNAMOS

BE THE UOICE OF THE FAMILIES
WITHM OUR COMMUMITY? l

Music

Guitar Lessons

We had our first taster sessions for Guitar lessons with Mr. St. Hilaire this week. It's been fantastic to
see children getting hands-on with both electric and acoustic guitars! Places in lessons are still
available for children from Year 2-6. Click the link below or scan the QR code to register now.
Children eligible for Free School Meals and Surrey Young Careers are eligible for fully-funded lessons.
Register your child(ren) here

Oracy Celebration
All of our children are enjoying the opportunity to earn one of the certificates. Well done to all the children who have
already been successful and good luck to everyone else for the coming weeks.

(" Oracy ) Jigsaw (" Sports Stars N\ ( Maths N Writing
Champions
Priscilla Miles Lucia Mateo Lexi
Bradley Victoria Ana Julia Mihai Ariana
Jayleen Elfida Agamjot Illyria Mileh
Manha Ronnie Tariq Alyssia Noah R
Gabi Lorelai Amelia Mia Dev
Anusha Aaliyah J-B Elsie-Jean Olivia Paulo
Jake Jayden Aria-Mae Bahar
k ) Christina k MeIOdy )

\ J L /L J

ﬂold Leaves \

Congratulations to the children who earned a Gold Leaf this week. This could be for an exemplary piece of work, an over
and above gesture of kindness, showing responsibility, perseverance, determination or other positive trait etc.
LAN Centre: Miles, Ayan

Nursery: Zaniya, Oliver

Reception: Madison, Varsha, Amber, Bella, Izahaak

Year 1: Ana Julia, Leo M, Leo D

Year 2: Isabella, Elif

Year 3: Mia, Labiba

Year 4: Thabie, Sofia, Lorelai

Year 5: Aaliyah, Alan

Year 6: Hargun, Lena, Danica, Jayden, Kayden

e N

[ Timestables Rockstars ]
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https://uksurrey.speedadmin.dk/registration#/courselist/2

Messages from the School Office

Uniform

We want children to be proud of Darley Dene and to take a pride in their appearance whilst wearing our school uniform,
encouraging a sense of belonging amongst the children as well as embedding our identity in the wider community.
Please ensure that your child’s uniform including Coats, Jackets and PE Kits as well as water bottles are named.

Earrings

It is a Trust-wide stipulation that school children must not wear earrings while taking part in PE lessons. Members of
staff cannot remove earrings on behalf of children so a child must be able to remove their earrings independently or
alternatively the earrings are removed before they come to school. Children with newly pierced ears are included in
these guidelines and so are also required to remove their earrings; the duration of the lesson is not long enough to
allow piercings to close over. Additionally, we are not able to allow children to take part in lessons with plasters
covering earrings so it is imperative that children learn to remove/insert earrings themselves.

Pupil Premium/FSM

Have your circumstances changed? You may qualify for your child to have free school meals and
other benefits under the Pupil Premium/FSM scheme from Surrey County Council. Scan the QR
code to check.

Breakfast and After School Club
Breakfast and ASC are bookable via Scopay. Please book 24 hours in advance to secure your child’s space - Please note
credit is needed on your account in order to book sessions. If you need help booking, please call the office.

Entrance to School

Entrance to the school should be via the main school gates only between 08.30am - 08.50am. If you need to speak to
the office staff, parents should go via the internal door to the office from the playground. The main office entrance is
for the use of Breakfast Club only before 08:30am.

Water bottles
Water only is allowed in children’s water bottles. No juice or sugary drinks are allowed in school. Please also
name your child’s water bottle.

Lunch Boxes

Darley Dene is a nut free school. Please DO NOT send your child to school with chocolate spread Sandwiches,
chocolate crepes for lunch as it is not possible to distinguish between Nutella and a nut free chocolate spread. If your
child has a chocolate spread sandwich or a chocolate crepe we will call home to request that an alternative be brought
in. Thank you for your co-operation.

School Meals

Spring term menu available click here

Please continue to pay for lunches through your ScoPay account.
Nursery £2.49

KS2 £2.80

Medication

If your child has been prescribed with medication which needs to be administered during the school day, please ensure
that you complete a Pupil Medication Request form which can be found on the school’s website or from the school
office. Without the completed form staff will not be able to administer any medication.

@
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Vacancies

Saxon Primary School is recruiting: Do you have a passion for Early Years? This is an exciting opportuntiy for an
Early Years Teaching Assistant to work in our Nursery, who is not afraid to immerse themselves in the children’s play.
We are looking for someone who can be flexible and support learning in a creative way.

For more information on these roles please see: EYES Teaching Assistant

Walton Oak Primary School is recruiting: We are recruiting an Early Years Teaching Assistant (32.5 hours per
week, 8.30am to 3.30pm), term time only (38 weeks per year), Monday to Friday. We are looking for somebody who is
not afraid to make mud pies and, if asked to be a zoo keeper, can jump into role and immerse themselves in the
children’s play. We are looking to appoint somebody who can be flexible and support learning in a creative way.

For further information please visit: EYFS Teaching Assistant

Darley Dene Primary School is recruiting: We are seeking to appoint a highly enthusiastic, proactive, flexible and
reliable individual for the role of Teaching Assistant on a fixed term contract to cover a maternity leave. This is an
opportunity for individuals who are patient and emotionally resilient to join our friendly, inclusive and inspirational team
of teaching and support staff. If you actively enjoy working with children in a stimulating and creative environment,
have experience ideally within the education sector and are professional in your approach with a desire to make a
lasting personal contribution to our children’s lives, we want to hear from you.

For more information please visit: Teaching Assistant

Attendance & Fixed Penalty Notices

Amount Payable for a Penalty Notice and
Consequences for repeat unauthorised absences

1. If you have not incurred a penalty notice relating to
this child/children in a rolling 3 year period since 19
August 2024, then the penalty notice will be charged at
the rate of £160.00, per parent/carer per child, if paid
within 28

Darley Dene Primary School
Penalty Notice and Fines

days. This will be reduced to £80.00 if paid within 21 days [ FRSTOREENEE

of receipt of thenotice. Failure to pay the Penalty Notice . U e e e
. . i . . irregular attendance the amount will be:

will result in Surrey County Council considering legal £160 per parent per child if paid within 28 days.

proceedings against you in the Magistrates Court. Redluced to £80 per parent per child if paid within 21 days.

2. If you have incurred a penalty notice relating to this SECOND OFFENCE

child/children since 19 August 2024, the rolling 3 year — . (WITHIN 3 YEARS)

period will be activated from the date of the first penalty , ) The second time a Penalty Notice is issued for term time leave or

notice and the second penalty notice will be charged at —) irregular attendance the amount will be:

the flat rate of £160.00, per parent/carer per child, if £160 per parent per child if paid within 28 days.

paid within 28 days. There will be no reduction for No reduced rate will be offered.

payment within 21 days. Failure to pay the Penalty Notice
will result in Surrey County Council considering legal
proceedings against you

in the Magistrates Court.

3. If you have incurred 2 penalty notices relating to this
child/children in the rolling 3 year period since the first
penalty notice was issued, then you will NOT receive a
third penalty notice — Surrey County Council will have no
option but to consider a prosecution, per parent/carer
per child, in the Magistrates Court under s 444 Education
Act 1996. Penalty Notice Fines will be considered when there has been 10 sessions of
Surrey County Council is not responsible for unauthorised absence in a 10-week period.

authorising pupil absence and therefore cannot

withdraw any Penalty Notice requests without the
Attendance & Punctuality Policy 2024

10 SESSIONS (5 DAYS) OF UNAUTHORISED ABSENCE IN A 10-WEEK PERIOD
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Upcoming Diary Dates

Term Dates 2025 - 2026

Spring Term 2026

Fri 30" Jan - Year 4 Bikeability

Fri 30" Jan - Whole School Coffee Morning

Mon 2™ Feb - 6% Feb - Maths Enterprise Week

Tues 3 Feb - Year 1 trip to The Look Out Centre

Tues 3 Feb - Maths Early Number YR-Y1 Parent Worshop - 2:45pm
Thurs 5™ Feb - Family Dynano Meeting

Thurs 5™ Feb - Magma Maths Y2-Y6 Parent Workshop

Thurs 5™ Feb - Maths Enterprise Day

Thurs 5™ Feb - LAN Centre Trip to Windsor Adventure Playground

Fri 6 Feb - NSPCC Number Day

Fri 6 Feb - Year 4 cake & ice lolly sale

Mon 9t Feb - 13" Feb - Children’s Mental Health week - Theme ‘This is my place’
Mon 9% Feb - Internet Safety Parent Workshop - 8:45am

Mon 9™ Feb - Family Consultations 4.30pm - 7.00pm

Tues 10t Feb - Year 2 St Paul's Cathedral Trip

Wed 11t Feb - Family Consultations 3.30pm - 6.00pm

Mon 16™ Feb - Fri 20® Feb - HALF TERM

Mon 23 Feb - Children return to school

Mon 23 - Wed 25" Mar - Y4-Y5 Bowles Trip

Tues 24" Feb - SATS Information meeting - Year 6 - 8:45am and 2:45pm
Mon 2" Mar - Fri 6" Mar - Book Week

Mon 2" Mar - Surrey Singing Music Festival - 2pm-7pm

Wed 4™ March - Year 3 Forces & Magnet Worshop

Thurs 5" Mar - Bedtime Stories - Parents and Children 5:30pm-6:45pm
Thurs 5™ Mar - Year 2 Florence Nightingale Workshop

Mon 9t Mar - Stay, Play and Learn - Nursery 2pm - 3pm

Tues 10™ Mar - Stay, Play and Learn - Reception & LAN 2pm - 3pm
Wed 11™ Mar - Year 5 Class Assembly

Wed 11t Mar - Stay, Play and Learn - Reception 2pm - 3pm

Thurs 12t Mar - Year 4 Roman Villa Visit

Thurs 12t Mar - Young Carers Day

Thurs 12t Mar - Stay, Play and Learn - Nursery 2pm - 3pm

Fri 13™ Mar - Comic Relief Day

Fri 13™ Mar - Year 3 cake & ice lolly sale

16t Mar - 20" Mar - Year 6 Mock SATs

Tues 17" Mar - Year 4 Class Asembly

Thurs 19t Mar - LAN trip to Bocketts Farm

Fri 20™ - Mar - Resilience Workshop for parents - Behaviour & Growth Mindset - 8:45am
Mon 23 -27t Mar - National School Football Week

Tues 24™ Mar - Year 6 Class Assembly

Tues 24™ Mar - EYFS & KS1 Easter Craft Afternoon

Tues 24" Mar - KS2 Easter Games Night

Fri 27" Mar - End of term 1:00pm

Mon 30 Mar - Behaviour & Growth Mindset Parent Workshop - 8:45am
Tues 315t Mar - Multiplication Tables Check - Year 4 - parent talk - 8:45am and 2:45pm
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Summer Term 2026

Mon 13% Apr - Children return to school

Fri 17t Apr - Year 2 cake & ice lolly sale

Tues 5™ May - Resilience Workshop for parents - 2:45pm
Mon 25% May - Fri 29" May - HALF TERM

Mon 1%t June - Children return to school

Fri 12% June - Year 1 cake & ice lolly sale

Mon 15 June - Stay, Play and Learn - Nursery 2pm - 3pm

Tues 16 June - Stay, Play and Learn - Reception & LAN 2pm - 3pm

Wed 17% June - Stay, Play and Learn - Reception 2pm - 3pm
Thurs 18™ June - Stay, Play and Learn - Nursery 2pm - 3pm
Fri 37 July - Year Reception cake & ice lolly sale

Fri 17% July - End of term 1:00pm

Mon 20% July - INSET DAY

Tues 215t July - INSET DAY 5

Term Dates 2026 - 2027

Autumn Term

Tues 15t Sept - INSET DAY 1

Wed 2" Sept - INSET DAY 2

Thurs 3" Sept - Children return to school

Fri 16" Oct - End of term - normal time

Mon 19t Oct - Fri 30™ Oct - Half term (two weeks)
Mon 2" Nov - Children return to school

Fri 18" Dec - End of term 1:00pm

Spring Term 2027

Tues 5% Jan - INSET DAY 3

Wed 6t Jan - Children return to school
Fri 12t Feb - End of term - normal time
Mon 15% Feb - Fri 19t Feb - Half term
Mon 22" Feb - Children return to school
Thurs 25" Mar - End of term 1:00pm

Summer Term 2027

Mon 12™ Apr - Children return to school
Fri 28" May - End of term - normal time
Mon 31t May - Fri 4™ Jun - Half term
Mon - 7 Jun - Children return to school
Tues 20 Jul - End of term 1:00pm
Wed 215t - INSET DAY 4

Thurs 22™ Jul - INSET DAY 5

Kind regards
C.Lt) G ;‘\ ‘\“

Zoe Devonport
Headteacher

@
-,

.

Spring Term 1

23" January 2026



Fehruaty

Hegliday Activities CHERTSEY

MUSEUM

THE
DARLEY

DENE Make a Viking Longship
DYNAMOS

18th Feb 2026
11am-12:30pm or 2pm-3:30pm
Cost: £4.50
Come along to the museum to find out
more about longships and then make
your own out of card - complete with
a dragon's head on the front!

Age: 5-12_ (5 year olds with an adult)

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Roman Mosaics
19th Feb 2025
I lam-12pm or 2-3pm
Cost: £4.50
Find out about Roman mosaic tiles and
then make your own creation using stone
mosaic pieces and grout.
Age: 5-12 (5 year olds with an adult)
BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL
https://www.zeffy.com/en-GB/ticketing/

half-term-holiday-activities
Or by phone 01932 565764

Do you have ideas to help raise money for our
school?

Come and join our next Family Dynamo meeting. The
next meeting will be on Thursday 5th February 2026
at 2.30pm. Tea, coffee and cake will be provided!

Please sign in through the school office.

www.chertseymuseum.org/events e Runnymede-~ (;_
Call 01932 565764 to book your place i S T

WE ALL WANT TO GET THE BEST OUT
OF FAMILY LIFE!

Puzzled Parents????

FRIDAY 6 FEBRUARY | . .
While we cannot promise a miracle, we can offer guidance and

7:30am TO 7:30pm support to help make family life more manageable. This

programme provides 10 weeks of structured support and
practical advice, drawing on real-life situations and the shared
experiences of other parents.

* PLAY IN ANY LLLLS TIME |.|M|'T _—— By the end of the 10 weeks, you will have developed greater
GAME TYPE- PER PERSON- L] confidence and self-awareness, a clearer understanding of

positive discipline and appropriate expectations, and the

WINNING c'-Ass WILL HAVE THE reassurance o;ﬁ:i;)i\\llveinagn)éosa?arﬁcr;%tf;l'?nr:]i, II(iefaeding to a more
HIGHEST NUMBER OF CORRECT To learn more, we invite you to attend our Cof%ee Morning at
ANSWERS PER STUDENT! Saxon Primary School on Tuesday 3rd February 9.30am,

The programme will run Tuesday evening 6.30pm to 8.30pm, term

TIMES TABLES time only, beginning 24th February 2026.
RO‘CK sﬂ'ARs o For further information, contact Shelly Lumb on 07825 742564.
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