
 

  

Autumn Term 2                                                                                                                                                        21st  November 2025 

Winter has well and truly arrived in Addlestone this week! The snow flurries on Wednesday brought great 
excitement around the school. As the weather gets colder, please remember to send your children to school 

wrapped up warm each day with a coat, hat and gloves, so they can stay comfortable throughout their time 
outdoors. 

On Monday, I met with our Local Governing Body for our first meeting of the academic year. This was a 
valuable opportunity to review the actions taken so far this term and the impact they are having across the 
school. We are extremely grateful to all our governors, each of whom has taken the time to visit the school 
and produce a report this term. Their commitment and support are hugely appreciated and play an important 
part in ensuring the best possible outcomes for all children at Darley Dene. 

Following on from our newsletter last week, the Senior Leadership Team has now reviewed the responses from 
the parent survey. We have been busy organising opportunities for our families to get involved in school life. 
Below, you will find dates for a range of upcoming events and workshops, grouped into three areas: our 
festive calendar, ways to support your child’s learning at home, and sessions to help build family resilience. 
Please add these to your diary and we look forward to seeing you there. 

Workshops to Support your Child at home 
Friday 5th December - KS2 Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 - Reading Fluency & Feedback - 8:45-9:15am 
Friday 12th December - KS1 Years 1 & 2 - Reading and Phonics - 8:45-9:15am 
Tuesday 9th December - LAN & Reception - Phonics - 2pm 
Wednesday 10th December - Reception - Phonics - 2pm 
 
Building Family Resilience 
Friday 5th December - Whole School - Resilience - 2-3pm 
Thursday 10th December - Whole School - Resilience - 11:30am - 12:30pm - Online (more details to follow) 
Following these two workshops led by an Educational Psychologist from the Mental Health Support Team, we 
will arrange a set of workshops with a specific focus from feedback within these sessions and the parent 

survey. 
 
Festive Events 
Tuesday 2nd December - Nursery Sing a Long - 2.45pm - 3pm 
Tuesday 2nd December - LAN, Reception and KS1 Nativity  9.15am - 10.15am 
Wednesday  3rd December - LAN, Reception and KS1 Nativity  9.15am - 10.15am 
Thursday 4th December - Nursery Sing a Long 2.45pm - 3pm 
Tuesday 9th December - Whole School Pantomime (during the school day for Year R - Year 6 Children) 
Monday 15th December - KS2 Christmas Concert at St. Paul’s Church- 1:30pm 
Tuesday 16th December - Christmas Disco - Reception, LAN & KS1 - 3:15pm -4:15pm / KS2 - 4:30pm - 
5:30pm 
Wednesday 17th December - Christmas Jumper Day & Christmas Lunch (during the school day for all children) 
Thursday 18th December - Class Party (during the school day for all children) 

We hope you will find these opportunities helpful and enjoyable, and we look forward to welcoming many of 
you into school over the coming weeks.  I will write again with details of further events in the Spring and 
Summer Term. 

 

QUICK LINKS  Headteacher’s Message  
 

 

 
 

 
  

  

  
 

 
   

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=56
https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Enrichment+Clubs&pid=48
https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/school-lunch-menu
https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Uniform&pid=78
https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Teaching+%26amp%3B+Learning+Weekly+Summary&pid=134
https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Teaching+%26amp%3B+Learning+Weekly+Summary&pid=131
https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Teaching+%26amp%3B+Learning+Weekly+Summary&pid=133
https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Teaching+%26amp%3B+Learning+Weekly+Summary&pid=135
https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Teaching+%26amp%3B+Learning+Weekly+Summary&pid=136
https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Teaching+%26amp%3B+Learning+Weekly+Summary&pid=137
https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Teaching+%26amp%3B+Learning+Weekly+Summary&pid=138
https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Teaching+%26amp%3B+Learning+Weekly+Summary&pid=139
https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Teaching+%26amp%3B+Learning+Weekly+Summary&pid=132
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Time to talk 

Understanding what makes children and young people feel happy, safe, and loved helps us support their wellbeing and 
build resilience when challenges arise. This half term, we will be focusing on Questions to Understand Their 

Positive Feelings, sharing weekly prompts to help guide meaningful conversations at home and nurture those positive 
emotions. 

 

 
 

 
EYFS & KS1 News 

In Nursery, we have been wrapping up our Autumn exploration by using natural objects found outdoors to build new 
vocabulary and deepen our understanding of the world around us, supported by our class story The Leaf Thief. The 
children have also been learning new letter sounds and practising subitising the number 2. This week,  Year 1  enjoyed 
a wonderful workshop from Chertsey Museum about toys from the past, which was both fun and informative. The 
children loved dressing up as their favourite toy for the occasion. We also received another letter from the little 
mouse, and the children are busy writing a reply. Meanwhile, in Year 2 we celebrated a fun-filled Superheroes Day 
where all the children proudly showcased their magical and unique superpowers. 
 

Stay, Play and Learn 
We look forward to welcoming our LAN and Reception families into  school for the first Stay, Play and Learn of this 

year. The session will include spending time with the children in the classroom, followed by a short workshop on how 

you can support with phonics at home. Further information has been sent out in a letter earlier this week, please sign 
up to a session by following the link below, via the letter sent or contact the office and they can support with this. The 

children love welcoming their families into school and it’s always an exciting event for them. 
Tuesday 9th December - LAN Stay Play and Learn 2.30-3pm      

Tuesday 9th December -  Reception Stay Play and Learn 2-3pm     

Wednesday 10th December - Reception Stay Play and Learn 2-3pm 
Click here to confirm your attendance: LAN Centre, Reception 

 

 

Inclusion Update:  
The Importance of Pupil Voice 

Listening to children and understanding their experiences is a key part of supporting their learning, wellbeing, and 
independence. Pupil voice means giving children regular opportunities to share what helps them learn, what they 

find challenging, and what strategies support them best. When children feel heard and understood, they develop 

greater confidence, resilience, and independence  -  because they learn to recognise their needs and advocate for 
themselves. 

 
In school, we gather pupil voice in lots of ways: 

• Through regular conversations where staff ask, “What do you need?” helping children identify the strategies 

that support them. 

• Using reflection sheets to help children think about what worked well and what they might try next time. 

• Encouraging children to share ideas and experiences through the Darley Dene Dynamos, giving them a 

meaningful role in shaping school life. 

• Offering choices in learning tasks or routines so children feel a sense of ownership and control. 
 

At home, you can support pupil voice - and continue to build resilience - by: 

• Asking open questions such as “What helped you concentrate today?” or “How did you solve a problem 
when something felt tricky?” 

• Encouraging your child to talk about what helps them stay calm or confident. 

• Letting them make small decisions and reflect on how those choices helped them. 

• Listening without stepping in too quickly, giving them space to work out what they need before offering 

suggestions. 
By nurturing pupil voice at school and at home, children learn to understand themselves as learners, express their 

needs clearly, and develop the confidence to tackle challenges independently - key ingredients for lifelong resilience. 

 

Can you describe a time when you  
felt inspired or motivated to pursue 
something you love? 

https://forms.gle/P6aYgC2nmNn5PXSa9
https://forms.gle/tjG41yZS5iGioQd89


 

 

Autumn Term 2                                                                              21st November 2025 

 

KS2 News 

Well done KS2 on finishing another week and for managing the transition into much colder weather. It is so important 
that all of us wrap up warm and bring our coats to school so that we can continue to play outside during break and 
lunch.  In assembly this week, we were able to share the announcement regarding our new football teams and then 
spend time completing a whole phase movement break with a focus on hope and optimism. I hope we can all 
approach the coming weeks leading up to the winter break and all the exciting things that are on offer during this 
time. 
 
British Parliament Week 

Next week will begin Darley Dene’s first celebration of British Parliament Week. All the teachers have been using 

resources provided by Parliament itself to plan engaging and exciting lessons aimed at empowering our pupils with the 
skills and knowledge needed to grow into empowered citizens, using their voice and vote to change the world around 

them for the better. 
 

Christmas Concert 

It is not too long now until Darley Dene celebrates our annual KS2 Christmas Concert. The themes for each class have 
been chosen and now the hard work begins in the classrooms - giving children time to practice their songs and begin to 

write their poems. One child from each class will be chosen to read out their poem in front of the whole audience. 
 

P.E. News 
Football Teams Announced! 

We’re super excited to share that our Upper Key Stage 2 Boys’ and Girls’ Football Teams have officially been formed for 

the 2025 - 26 season! Massive congratulations to every child who took part in the trials; you all showed incredible 
effort, teamwork and resilience. 

 
Girls’ Team: Ire, Advika, Hargun, Christina, Kaylee, Fatmana, Shylla and Harper 

Boys’ Team: Milan, Jude, Caesar, Alan, Jordan, Advik, Jayden H, Matt, TJ, Olaf, Orest and Kayden 

Football training will take place every Thursday at lunchtime for both DD teams. More information about upcoming 
games, leagues and tournaments will be shared in the New Year. Stay tuned, it’s going to be an exciting season! 

 
Junior Parkrun – Join the Fun on Sundays! 

A little reminder that Junior Parkrun takes place every Sunday and is open to all children. It’s a brilliant way to build 

confidence, get active and represent Darley Dene out in the community. You can also join our school group “DD 
Dynamos” to track our progress together. We’d love to see even more children and adults giving it a go! 

 
Reading 

It has been a wonderful week for reading across the school. I had the pleasure of looking through all the children’s 
reading books alongside the staff, and we were incredibly impressed with the effort, care and pride shown in every 

class. Well done to all the children for their excellent presentation and their ongoing hard work in developing their 

reading skills - it is fantastic to see such enthusiasm and progress. 
 

We are also excited to announce our Pre-Loved Book Giveaway, taking place next Tuesday 25th November and 
Wednesday 26th November. This is a lovely opportunity for families to pick up some much-loved books to enjoy at 

home. Weather permitting, the giveaway will be held outside in the playground; however, if it rains, we will move the 

event into the hall. 
Here are the recommended reads for this week! 

 
 KS1 

War Dog follows a young pilot and the 
loyal stray dog he befriends during 

World War II, showing how their bond 

brings courage and hope amid the 
dangers of war 

 KS2 

My Family, the Enemy is about a girl coping 
with her mother being labelled an “enemy 

alien” during World War II. 

 

 
 



 

 

Autumn Term 2                                                                              21st November 2025 

 

Maths 

✨  England Rocks TTRS Battle ✨  

Key Stage 2 have been working exceptionally hard as they competed against thousands of schools across the country in 

a national Times Table Battle. Digits were flying, numbers were crunching, and every child should feel immensely proud 

of their dedication and determination. 
 

Here are the standout results showing just how brilliantly Darley Dene performed. 
National Ranking: 

        Out of 4,107 schools, Darley Dene placed 350th - a fantastic achievement! 

 
Greater London Ranking: 

        Out of 480 schools, Darley Dene secured 42nd place, placing them firmly among the region’s top performers. 

              A huge well done everyone for rising to the challenge, especially to the top 3 children at Darley Dene: 

      1st Place: Tyler from Y4,       2nd Place: Advik from Y5,       3rd Place: Orest from Y6 

 

➕  In Other Maths News… 

 Children from Years 1 to 6 have been trialling Magma Maths this week. They thoroughly enjoyed the interactive 
features and the hands-on approach the platform brings to their learning. The excitement and engagement across the 

classes have been wonderful to see! 

Stay tuned — we’ll share more information in next week’s newsletter. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House Points 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Oracy Celebration  
All of our children are enjoying the opportunity to earn one of the certificates. Well done to all the children who have 
already been successful and good luck to everyone else for the coming weeks. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
46  

 
52  

 
85 

Timestables Rockstars  
Rory M, Tyler M, Advika 

Oracy 
Champions 

 

 

Leo M 

Curtis 
Harper W 

Ayaana 
Srisajini 

Isabella S 
 

Sports Stars 
 

Roman H 

Ola 
Eleen 

Andrei B 
Caesar 

 

 

 

Jigsaw 

 
Rory A 

Graham 
Dev 

Jacinta 

Alan 
 

 
 

Maths 
 

Bella 
Isabella DF 

Zion 

Levy 
Paige 

Aaliyah J-B 
Emine 

 

Writing 

 

Brodie 
Eslem 

Cristian 
Jienna 

Sophia 
Bahar 

Jude 

 

Gold Leaves 

Congratulations to the children who earned a Gold Leaf this week. This could be for an exemplary piece of work, an over 
and above gesture of kindness, showing responsibility, perseverance, determination or other positive trait etc. 

LAN Centre: Priscilla 
Nursery: Asel 

Reception: Pablo, Sia 

Year 1: Roman B, Tamari 
Year 2: Nancy-May, Jayleen, Esmae 

Year 3: Ronnie 
Year 4: Olivia, Jacinta 

Year 5: Summer-Lousie, Kaylee, Elsy, Aria-Mae, Advika, Bahar, Elsie-Jean 

Year 6: Sudem, Jude, Harper, Melody 
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Messages from the School Office 
Uniform 

We want children to be proud of Darley Dene and to take a pride in their appearance whilst wearing our school uniform, 

encouraging a sense of belonging amongst the children as well as embedding our identity in the wider community.  
Please ensure that your child’s uniform including Coats, Jackets and PE Kits as well as water bottles are named. 

 
Earrings 

It is a Trust-wide stipulation that school children must not wear earrings while taking part in PE lessons. Members of 

staff cannot remove earrings on behalf of children so a child must be able to remove their earrings independently or 
alternatively the earrings are removed before they come to school. Children with newly pierced ears are included in 

these guidelines and so are also required to remove their earrings; the duration of the lesson is not long enough to 
allow piercings to close over. Additionally, we are not able to allow children to take part in lessons with plasters 

covering earrings so it is imperative that children learn to remove/insert earrings themselves. 

 
Pupil Premium/FSM  

Have your circumstances changed? You may qualify for your child to have free school meals and 
other benefits under the Pupil Premium/FSM scheme from Surrey County Council. Scan the QR 

code to check. 
 

 

 
Breakfast and After School Club 

A reminder to parents that spaces in both these clubs are limited. Please ensure you book within 48 hours prior to the 
days needed to secure your child’s space. If you need help booking, please call the office. 

 

Entrance to School 
Entrance to the school should be via the main school gates only between 08.30am - 08.50am. If you need to speak to 

the office staff, parents should go via the internal door to the office from the playground. The main office entrance is 
for the use of Breakfast Club only before 08:30am. 

 
Water bottles 

Water only is allowed in children’s water bottles. No juice or sugary drinks are allowed in school. Please also 

name your child’s water bottle. 
 

Lunch Boxes 
Darley Dene is a nut free school. Please DO NOT send your child to school with chocolate spread Sandwiches, 

chocolate crepes for lunch as it is not possible to distinguish between Nutella and a nut free chocolate spread.  If your 

child has a chocolate spread sandwich or a chocolate crepe we will call home to request that an alternative be brought 
in. Thank you for your co-operation. 

 
School Meals 

Autumn term menu available click here  

Please continue to pay for lunches through your ScoPay account.  
Nursery £2.49 

KS2 £2.80 
 

Medication  
If your child has been prescribed with medication which needs to be administered during the school day, please ensure 

that you complete a Pupil Medication Request form which can be found on the school’s website or from the school 

office. Without the completed form staff will not be able to administer any medication. 
 

 
 

 

 

https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/school-lunch-menu
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Attendance & Fixed Penalty Notices 
Amount Payable for a Penalty Notice and 

Consequences for repeat unauthorised absences 

1. If you have not incurred a penalty notice relating to this 
child/children in a rolling 3 year period since 19 August 2024, 

then the penalty notice will be charged at the rate of 
£160.00, per parent/carer per child, if paid within 28 

days. This will be reduced to £80.00 if paid within 21 days of 

receipt of thenotice. Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will 
result in Surrey County Council considering legal proceedings 

against you in the Magistrates Court. 
 

2. If you have incurred a penalty notice relating to this 

child/children since 19 August 2024, the rolling 3 year period 
will be activated from the date of the first penalty notice and 

the second penalty notice will be charged at the flat rate of 
£160.00, per parent/carer per child, if paid within 28 

days. There will be no reduction for payment within 21 days. 
Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will result in Surrey County 

Council considering legal proceedings against you 

in the Magistrates Court. 
 

3. If you have incurred 2 penalty notices relating to this 
child/children in the rolling 3 year period since the first 

penalty notice was issued, then you will NOT receive a third 

penalty notice – Surrey County Council will have no option 
but to consider a prosecution, per parent/carer per child, 

in the Magistrates Court under s 444 Education Act 1996. 
Surrey County Council is not responsible for 

authorising pupil absence and therefore cannot 
withdraw any Penalty Notice requests without the 

written permission of the Headteacher.  

Attendance & Punctuality Policy 2024 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

https://www.darleydeneprimary.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1308&type=pdf
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Upcoming Diary Dates 
Term Dates 2025 - 2026 

Autumn Term 

Fri 28th Nov - Year 6 cake & ice lolly sale 
Tues 2nd Dec - LAN, Reception and KS1 Nativity 9:15am - 10:15am 

Tues 2nd Dec - Nursery Christmas sing-a-long 2:45pm - 3pm 
Wed 3rd Dec - LAN, Reception and KS1 Nativity 9:15am - 10:15am 

Thurs 4th Dec - Nursery Christmas sing-a-long 2:45pm - 3pm 

Thurs 4th Dec - Year 2 trip to Wakehurst  
Tues 9th Dec - Pantomime YR-Y6 

Tues 9th Dec - Stay, Play and Learn - LAN Centre 2:30pm - 3pm 
Tues 9th Dec - Stay, Play and Learn - Reception 2pm - 3pm 

Wed 10th Dec - Stay, Play and Learn - Reception 2pm - 3pm 

Mon 15th Dec - KS2 Christmas concert  at St. Pauls Church 1:30pm 
Tues 16th Dec - Christmas Disco - Reception, LAN & KS1 - 3:15pm -4:15pm 

Tues 16th Dec - Christmas Disco - KS2 - 4:30pm - 5:30pm 
Wed 17th Dec - Year 4 Delight Exhibition 

Wed 17th Dec - Christmas Jumper & Christmas lunch - whole school 
Fri 19th Dec - End of term 1:00pm 

 

Spring Term 2026 
Mon 5th Jan - Children return to school 

Tues 20th Jan - Year 5 trip to SKY Academy 
Fri 6th Feb - Year 4 cake & ice lolly sale 

Mon 16th Feb - Fri 20th Feb - HALF TERM 

Mon 23rd Feb - Children return to school 
Mon 9th Mar - Stay, Play and Learn - Nursery 2pm - 3pm 

Tues 10th Mar - Stay, Play and Learn - Reception & LAN 2pm - 3pm 
Wed 11th Mar - Stay, Play and Learn - Reception 2pm - 3pm 

Thurs 12th Mar - Stay, Play and Learn - Nursery 2pm - 3pm 
Fri 13th Mar - Year 3 cake & ice lolly sale 

Fri 27th Mar - End of term 1:00pm 

 
Summer Term 2026 

Mon 13th Apr - Children return to school 
Fri 17th Apr - Year 2 cake & ice lolly sale 

Mon 25th May - Fri 29th May - HALF TERM 

Mon 1st June - Children return to school 
Fri 12th June - Year 1 cake & ice lolly sale 

Mon 15th June - Stay, Play and Learn - Nursery 2pm - 3pm 
Tues 16th June - Stay, Play and Learn - Reception & LAN 2pm - 3pm 

Wed 17th June - Stay, Play and Learn - Reception 2pm - 3pm 

Thurs 18th June - Stay, Play and Learn - Nursery 2pm - 3pm 
Fri 3rd July - Year Reception cake & ice lolly sale 

Fri 17th July - End of term 1:00pm 
Mon 20th July - INSET DAY  

Tues 21st July - INSET DAY 5 
 

Term Dates 2026 - 2027 

Autumn Term 
Tues 1st Sept - INSET DAY 1 

Wed 2nd Sept - INSET DAY 2 
Thurs 3rd Sept - Children return to school 

Fri 16th Oct - End of term - normal time 

Mon 19th Oct - Fri 30th Oct - Half term (two weeks) 
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Mon 2nd Nov - Children return to school 
Fri 18th Dec - End of term 1:00pm 

 

Spring Term 2027 
Tues 5th Jan - INSET DAY 3 

Wed 6th Jan - Children return to school 
Fri 12th Feb - End of term - normal time 

Mon 15th Feb - Fri 19th Feb - Half term 

Mon 22nd Feb - Children return to school 
Thurs 25th Mar - End of term 1:00pm 

 
Summer Term 2027 

Mon 12th Apr Children return to school 

Fri 28th May - End of term - normal time 
Mon 31st May - Fri 4th Jun - Half term 

Mon - 7th Jun - Children return to school 
Tues 20th Jul - End of term 1:00pm 

Wed 21st - INSET DAY 4 
Thurs 22nd Jul - INSET DAY 5 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Vacancies 
Riverbridge Primary School is recruiting: We are seeking to appoint a highly enthusiastic, proactive, flexible and 

reliable individual for the role of Teaching Assistant. This is an opportunity for someone who is patient and emotionally 
resilient to join our friendly, inclusive and aspirational team of teaching and support staff.  

For more information please see: Teaching Assistant 

 
Riverbridge Primary School is recruiting: We are seeking to appoint a highly enthusiastic, proactive, flexible and 

reliable individual for the role of Teaching Assistant. This is an opportunity for someone who is patient and emotionally 
resilient to join our friendly, inclusive and aspirational team of teaching and support staff.  

For more information please see: EY Teaching Assistant 

 
Saxon Primary School is recruiting: We are looking to recruit a part time Teaching Assistant with a passion for 

creating lifelong learners, committed to inclusion who has a high expectation of themselves and every child. Working 
Hours: Monday to Friday, term time only (39 weeks per year) 22.5 hours per week, 8.30am to 1.15pm. This role is fixed 

term position to 31st August 2026. 

For more information on these roles please see: Teaching Assistant 
 

Darley Dene Primary School is recruiting: We are looking to appoint a teaching assistant on a fixed term contract 
who has a passion for creating life long learners, is committed to inclusion and equality and has high expectations of 

themselves and every child. We are looking for somebody who is not afraid to make mud pies and, if asked to be a zoo 
keeper, can jump into role and immerse themselves in the children’s play. We are looking to appoint somebody who can 

be flexible and support learning in a creative way.                                                                                                                                                  

For more information on these roles please see: Teaching Assistant 
 

Darley Dene Primary School is recruiting: We are looking to appoint 2 class Teaching Assistant (1 permanent role 
and 1 FTC until 21st August 2026) who have a passion for creating lifelong learners, are committed to inclusion and 

equality and have high expectations of themselves and every child. 

For more information on these roles please see: Teaching Assistant 

Kind regards  

 
Zoe Devonport 

Headteacher  

 

https://www.eteach.com/careers/riverbridgeprimary/job/teaching-assistant-1517639
https://www.eteach.com/careers/riverbridgeprimary/job/early-years-teaching-assistant---reception-1517653
https://www.eteach.com/job/fixed-term-teaching-assistant-1517647
https://www.eteach.com/job/teaching-assistant-in-the-nursery-ftc-role-1518046
https://www.eteach.com/job/teaching-assistant-x2-1-permanent-and-1-ftc-1518044


 

 

Autumn Term 2                                                                              21st November 2025 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 


